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THE 


PREFACE 


T is not 4 3: cedleſs Subjebt which 

I bere 9##:r about needle(s or 

Jeſs needfiil things. "Little do 
moſt men think how much of their 
Wiſdom or Folly lyeth in their right 
Or wrong rs 17 and uſing this 
lawful, and tl at have an inferior 
fort of Goodneſs; and how much 
their Salvation or Damnation is here- 
im concerned, Men are condemned 
for an Evil Love, but not for the 
A 2 Love: 


& 
X 


The Preface. | 
Love of Evil os Evil : Nature 
is againſt that. To love a leſſer 
Good too much, and a greater too lit» 
tle; to love the End but as the 
. Means, and the Means as the End, 
is an evil Love; Non malum 
volumus, {ed male; It i the 
Act that is evil when the Object 
is £00d, either mdeed, or in the Ap 
prehenſion of the Lover. He may 
will Hurt as Hurt to another ; but 
it is as conceited to be ſome good to 
himſelf. Apprehenſion of Good or 
Evil, that is, pra&tical Judgment 
ruleth the Wills and Attions of 
the World ; of how great Moment 
then is it to have a truly informed 
Judgment, and to have Teachers that 
will thus truly inform us ; not about 
matter of meer Talk and Diſpute, 
that 


"J 


The Preface. 

that little concerneth us, but about 
that which ts good or evil to ot ſelves, 
and to know ind jj ent things to be 
indiffe; ent, Tt is the pernicious en- 
mity of the fleſhly Appetite to the 
Soul, that it þaffet the practical 
Judement and Il to take things m- 
differ ent to be 900d and deſirable, and 
almoſt neceſſa wy; and a ſmall ſen- 
ſible good to be a oyeat one, and a 
great 2 "ed which F ſpleaſeth Senſe 
and Appetite, to be ſmall, if not a 
hurtful Evil. 

And indeed the Holy = bath 
told us, Rom. 8. 5, 6, 7, 8. That 
this is the difference betweeen the 
truly godly aizd ungodly, T hat one 
is ſpiritually minded, and the other 
carnally ; that is, one [avoureth thmgs 
ſpiritual, and indgeth of things ac- 

4 3 cording 


The Preface. 
cording to ſpiritual Reaſon and It 
tereſt, and loveth and chooſeth them . 
* for ſpiritual goodneſs ; but the Cars 
| nal have no ſuch Guſt, Judgment or 
Love, but value things as the Ap- 
petite and Intereſt of the Fleſh n= 
clineth them. De they both of the 
ſame Calling, Education and Profeſs 
fiom; if both were Paſtors of the 
ſame Churches, and Preachers of the 
ſame DoFrine, yet this difference 
is at the Hearts of ſpiritual and cars 
nal Men ; and it uſually appeareth 
xo others 4n their Lives : If they be 
publick Perſons, they. will ſhew men 
what things they value, and what gain 
it. is tbat they purſue. T he Fleſh 
loveth not Mortification, nor the 
Croſs; it is always againſt ſpiri- 
tual Laws and Life, and ſpirts 
tudl 


| 


The Preface. 
tual Worſhip and. Perſons, ſo far 


,, as they croſs their carnal Intereſt. 


He. that will worſhip God that is 
a Spirit, in Spirit and Truth, muſt 
have a. Judgment that moſt valueth 
ſpiritual thmgs, and place his Love 
and Hope on ſpiritual Delights and 
Happmeſs. A carnal Mmd that ſas 
voureth only carnal things, and nets 
ther is, nor can be ſubject to God's 


ſpiritual Law, will bardly reliſh ſpi- 


ritual Worſhip, or a ſpiritual Rind 
of Life. 

One of the greateſt ſigns of an 
Fypocrite is, making a great mat- 
ter of little ( wordly and fleſhly ) 
things, and making a little matter 
of great things. All the things of 
the Fleſh and World are things in- 
different #' themſelves, or almoſt 


mdif- 


The Preface. 
mdifferent, further than their Rela- 
tion to ſpiritual good doth make them 
become good or "evil, good if they 
further it, and evil if they binder it. 
But the Hypecrite is never mdif- 
ferent toward them ; he feeleth no 
great need of ſpurt Sr thoughts, ſpi- 
ritual Commpel, or 1jcourſe, or Prea- 
chme, or Books, or Company ; Per- 
haps he can bear * Gly but Þe can 
be without thera; and doth net- 
ther much defire them or delight 
in them. A Hiſtory, or Romance, 
or merry Jeſt, or Game, is pleaſant- 
er to him. Put his T houghts are 
ſerious for his carnal Commodity, 
Pleaſure and Reputation ; what he 
ſhall eat and Drink. and where- 
with he {hall be cloathed. If 
his Houfe, bis Mamtenance, his Meat 

and. 


The Preface. 

and Drink be not ſuch as the Fleſh 
deſireth, eſpecially if it be put to 
Streights and Sufferings ; his Senſe 
of it 1s as quick, and his Complaint 
as ferious as if he were half undone, 
or it were ſome great matter at leaſt 
that he complameth of. T he Com- 
plamts and Tears of many that are 
in ſome Streights or Sufferings, ſhould 
cauſe wiſer Fhars from ſerious Be- 
lievers, to ſee men ſo miſerably car- 
nal, like Children that cry for a 
Pin or a Feather, as if they had loſt 
their greateſt 200d. 

Seriouſnels is it that ſheweth 
what is next to a man's Heart. It 
is Seriouſneſs and Earneſtnels a- 
bout fleſhly Vanity, and want 
ot Seriouſneſs about things Spi- 
ritual and Eternal, which is the 


Tem- 


The Preface. 


Temperament and Character of 
the Hypocrite. 

And here I would intreat ſome 
that I hope are godly, to forbear ſo 
ſuſpicious and diſgraceful a courſe, 
as they are openly guilty of ; T mean, 
when they talk ſo concernedly and 
eagerly about their Meat, and 
Drink, and Cloaths, and every 
fleſhly thing, as if their Hearts were 
ſet upon it. Paſſtn and chiding if 
all be not as their Fancies or Appe- 
tite would have it, doth ſhew that 
they are dangerouſly diſeaſed at leaſt. 
T his Meat is not well dreſt, and 
the other is too little or too much ; 
and that Sawce is not rightly made, 
and ſomething or other 1s ſtill amis : 
And all theſe are talkt of as ſert- 
ouſly, as if the fleſhly Appetite were 
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The Preface. 

the Man. Ina word ; the more (e- 
rious any man is about Great t! hungs, 
the more indifferent be will og about 
things indifferent : Aud the more. 
indifferent 4 man is about the great- 
eſt things, the more earne{t and le- 
rious will he be about things in- 
different ; and vice vera, the more 
ſerious be is about aan 
rent, the more indifferent he will 
be about the One Thing Necella- 
ry. Taking great things for ſmall, 
and ſmall things for great ; necefſary 
things for mdifferent, and i "different 
or ſmaller things jor neceſſary, is 
the Folly, and the dm, and the 
Damnation of the Ungodb. And 
becauſe all men will do as they are, 
it is alſo the Corrupter, Troubler and 
Divider of the Chriſtian Societies, 


in 


ll The Preface. 

m Doftrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and 
['!'' Converſation ; and the Confounder of 
the World: Of which Faith and (e- + 
rious Godlinels is the Remedy, 
which valueth and uſeth all things as 
they are. 


Septemb. 29. 
- 1684. 


THE 


LEY 


- ceſſary to ſay ſomething on -the former 
- part of the Text than | thought it 2 


| Ons Thing Neceſlary : 


OR, 
MARY'S Choice Jultified. 


LUKR. 10. 41- 
Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto her, 
Martha, Martha, thou art carefull 


ana troubled about many things; .. 


but one thing is needfald. 


Aving long azo "publiſhed ſome 
H Sermons on the One thing need. 
ful, in a Treatiſe called, A 
Saint or a Brut, | find by more experi- 


ence than I had then, that it 15 more ne= 


was : I then lived among poor labour- 
ing honclt People, who had indeed me 


B temptas?. 
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2 The One Thing Neceſſary, or, 


temptations from outward wants, but lit- 
tle from wealth and ſuperfiutties, nor had 
leiſure to waſte time upon ſo many trifles, 
as I ſee rich and idle Perſons think they 
have. | 

It 1s here very conſiderable, 1. That 
the Author of this Reproof, was one 
who was not to be ſuſpefted to miſtake 
through :gnorance or want of love to Mar- 
tha: And though he lived in a low man- 
ner, and not as the rich, yet it was not 
'becauſe he wanted ſuch things, that he 
blameth the minding of «nncceſſary things. 
For he was Lord of all; and for our fer 
be becanie poor, yet ſuffered as rich men 
that are ſuppoſed to be uſually the 
greateſt ſinners. He made his grave with 
the wicked, and with the rich in his death. 
Ifa. 53. 9. 

- 2. And that his Reproof was very Se- 
. rious and Compaſſionate, repeating her 
: Name, Martha, Martha. 

3. -The Perſon Reproved, was not a 
. wicked, fleſhly, worldly Perſon, but one 
that was beloved by him, and a relig}- 
ons Believer. 
4+ The matter which ſhe is reproved 
for, is partly poſitive expreſſed ( bein; 
carefull and troubled about many thinss, | 
anc 


Mary*s Choice Juſtified. 3 
and partly implyed as privarive ; not 
preferring the one thing needfall at that 
time ſo much as ſhe ſhonld have done : 
Which implyeth, 1. I hat the many 


things were needleſs, or lejs needfiul things. 


2. That they took up both her «nſe2/o- * 
able time, and the cares of her mind, 
unto her trouble. 

I need no more words to convince you, 
that Chriſt here teacheth us this Leſlon, 
VIZ. 

That Care and Trouble about many need» 
leſs or leſs needful things, hindering them } 


from the due minding of the one thing needs 


full, is a ſim which Chriſt reproved in Mar 
tha, and therefore blameth in all others 
who are gutlty of it. 

Here, I. Let us conſider what ar: 
tha's (in in particular was. IT. Whether 
we are not like to be more guilty of |} 
the like. III. In what kind this fan is & 
uſually committed. IV. Whart are the 
excules for it. 
of it, which deſerveth ſuch Reproof. Þ 
VI. What uſe we ſhould make of Chriſts ..3 
Reproot. 6. 


$—  _— — - —_—— Fw — E————C— ———_ ——_— 


I. Martha's Sin ( already mentioned Y 1 | 
was over-much Care and Trouble about” 
B 2 » 7 | A 


V. What is the evil F 


. t 
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4 The One Thing Neceſſary, or, 
" her Table. for Chriſts Entertainment, 


while Mary fate hearing his holy Diſ- 
Fogrle 3 which ſhewed that ſhe had /c/s 


Appetite "than Aiary to the Holy Doftrine 


O ps that could caſilyer be with- 

outit. 2. And that ſhe over-valued the 

lower her his bodily entertainment. 
f* there were theſe extenuations of 


It, It was not doing any ſmful work 
In It far 

2. It was not weealeſs in 3ts time and 
meaſure. 


We are allowed to pray for our dai- 
ly Bread; and here is no mention of 
any ſuperfluities or exceſs : And ſo wor- 
thy a Gueſt deſerved the beſt Proviſi- 
ons ; and it's probable that Martha was 
the- chief Houſe-keeper, to whom it 
moſt belonged. And no doubt it was 
-2 work of Love and Honour to Chriſt : 
Yet though it was for his own Perſon, 
and had ſuch excuſes, Chriſt would not 
take part with it, or forbear to blame 
K. 

And indeed one half of her fault lay 
in blaming her Siſter that was wiſer, atid 
choſe better than her ſelf ; and Chriſt 
ipake this as much fo' ju! lifie Mary, as 
to blame ZLarrha, as the following words 


they. * IL. And 


t, 
1- 
f 
1C 
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Mary*s Choice Tuſtified. 5 


——Y 


II. And if we judge but by her quali 
ty and caſe, and ours, we are far li- 
ker to be thus culpable than A{ariha 
was. For, 1. That Countrey was poor. 
in compariſon of ours, and had not half 
the Temptations to many needleſs things, 
as we have by our Riches and their ef- 
tects. 

2. Chriſt would not have endured 
{uch Vanities and Exceſles as we are uſu- 
ally gnilty or, | 

3. It's like Martha that was ſo Fa- 
miliar with Chrilt, was leſs addicted 


- to Yanitces than we now arc. 


4. Our Common Vanities, for which 
few of the hetter fort blame themſelves, 
have no ſach extenuations or cxcuſes as 
the Calie of Martha nad. 


— oo - 
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IIT. Bnt we need no more to convince 
ns, than to name ſome of the many in- 
ſtances, in which our ſin is far, yea, 
very far worſe than A17artha's. 

1. How much of molt mens thoughts 
and time, 1s taken up with the needleſs 
cares to grow 7ichcr, and be better pro-., 
vided in the worjd ? from one end of: 
the year to the other, how great a pro- 

B 3 POr- 


my 6 The One Thing Neceſſary, or, 


portion 1s thus laid out ? Cannot we 
{erve Gods Providence, and labour in 


our Callings, and do our Duty with- ' 


out ſuch a meaſure of Care and Trou- 
ble ? Into how narrow a conpaſs do 
worldly cares and troubles caſt Gods 
Service, and mens cares and thoughts 
of their endleſs ſtate in the hearts and 
houſes of moſt men ! Theſe thorns and 
briars are ſo rank and plentiful, that 
they choak much of the Seed of the 
Goſpel, and make true Godlineſs and 
Heavenly Delight to wither away and 
come to little. 

2. How many needleſs Cares and Trou- 
bles have moſt, about Gods part and Pro- 
vidence, which belongs not to them ; 
fearing what may befall them, leſt they 
ſhould be poor, or oppreſled, or ſuffer 
by others; when they ſhould ſpend thoſe 
thoughts in caring for their Duty, and 
truſting the Love and Faithfulneſs of 
God? And no other care will avoid their 
fuffering, 

3. How much needleſs, yea and bruitiſh 
thonghts and works, have many to pleaſe 
and gratifie their Appetites ? What a 
baſe and yet coſtly ſervice have they that 
ſerve a greedy throat, and a beaſtly fan- 
tallg.? Had 


—— 


Mary's Choice Juſtified. 7.7 
Had God taken away many mens 
Health and Appetite, that meat and. 


. arink had been loathſome to them, it 


had been a Mercy to many ſuch ; who 
by the Pleaſure that they have in theſe, 
are made flaves to the fleſh, and links 
of ſhamefull ſin, and. the foot-ball of 
temptations, and live under continual 
wounds of Conſcience, and when the 
Cup is abſent, they are inning in their 
imaginations and deſires, and are con- 
triving how the next meal or day to 
gratifie their Appetites again: I ſpeak net 
of the reeling befooled Drunkard, or the 
ſpewing Glutton, but of them whoſe * 
Czre is for Throat and Belly, that make 
a great matter of the plealing or dif- 
pleaſing of their Appetites, and think 
and talk of it ſo ſeriouſly, as if it were 
ſome needfull or importaut thing ; that 
are diſpleaſed in mind if their throats be 
not pleaſed, and they fare not ſumptu- 
ouſly or deliciouſly every day : When 
the poor 1/raelites had not taſted Bread 
or Fleſh for many years in a Wilder- 
neſs, nor ſo much as the egyptian Oni- 
ons, but only Manna, they are killed 
by Gods Juſtice becauſe they murmur. 
ed; and when they asked Fleſh, its ſaid, 

B 4 They 
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8 The One Thins Neceſſary, or, 


They arkea Meat | for hel Luſts, Plal. 58. 
That is, For their meer Apperites, with- 
out neceſlity, for lite or health : but how 
much further do moſt go now, exceed- 
ing cven the Princes or great men ii 
#ſracl in the matter and manner of thcir 
dyct, ( as I believe the moſt in En:land 
do ) and yet never blame or ſuſpect 
themſelves ! 7zrzs can forbear Wine at 
AMahomers Command, and the Rechabites 
becauſe their Father bid them; and if 
the Phylician forbid Strons drink or 
Wine to the Sick, They Cit : forbear ; 
but ſenſual lianers will rebel azainſt God' 
for their delired bait, and their heart 
and thoughts are ſct upon ir. 
. 4. How much allo of many vain Peo- 
ples thoughts and care 1s ſpent abont 
needleſs Ornaments of Apparel ? Do we 
need any other Proof than the opening 
of our eyes in ihe Streets, ye2, in the 
holy Aſſemblies, as well as in places of 
evil fame : D#vcs 15 noted by Chrilt to 
wear Purple and Silk, or 55 we tran(\- 
late it, fine Linnen; and then thoſe 
that were gorgcoully Appare:led, were - 
in Kinss Honſes ; but how few here of 
the: vulgar, yea of Servants, affe& is 
not now, that can but procure it ! If 
the 


Mary's Choice Tuſtified. 9. 
the higheſt do but take it up, inferi- 
ours quickly 1trive to immitate them : 
In my ſhort time, the Garb. of Enzland 
is ſo changed, that but fifty years ago, 
men wou'd have gazed at ſuch as paint- 
ed [adi;ns or outlandiin Strangers, or 

ngly Ruffians, that had gone as molt 
civil and reli; 21ons People do in this Ci- 
ty now. Paul would have forborn Wine 
and Fleſh while he had lived, rather than 


- ” his liberty ſhoutd hurt his weak Bro- 


thers Soul : But if the Scandal of our 
Pride or Gawdery do make many weak 
Perſons turn Quakers to fly from It, 
how few for to avoid this, would a- 
void the molt gawdy and cffeminate, Or 
ruffttanly faſhion of Cloaths or Haar ? 
And initead of receiving Reproof from 
ſuch Quakers, they are hardened the 
more, becauſe of the weakneſs of their 
reprovers. I am loth to name thoſe 
gawds with which eſpecially the Fe- 
male Scx do openly ſhew their Vant- 
ty, which tell all bcholders what zeed- 
leſs trifles take up much of their time, 
and coſt, and care : Ard, alas for mens 
malay” F olly : ; All this 1s while thouſands 
ant F094 an = R-2ji - while whole 
Conti re im aovertind by cruel 
Tt: 5 \ars, 


to The One Thing Neceſſary, or, 
Wars, when dreadful Flames have con- 
famed our Wealth, and rebuked our 
Pride, and humbling Diſeaſes have ſnew- 
ed us what fleſh is, and when our dai- 
ly feeling tells us it is periſhing, and 
while we are going to a loathſome Grave, 
and ſee the Duſt and bones of thoſe 


whom we are following ; and the plain 


warnings of Peter, 1 Per. 3. 3, 4, 5, 6. 
and many ſuch ſtand in the Bible as 
cyphers to them. 

5- How many needleſs things take 
up the rich, about their Houſes, Fur- 
mure, Rerinue and Extertainments ? eſpe- 
cially thoie that are moſt Proxd, and 
molt C105 and Vain. Conventencie muſt 
be a pretence for ſinfull coſt and la- 
bour ;. Hanaſorneſs or Decency muſt be a 
pretence for needleſs charge in furni- 
ture, while the Poor goe almoſt ma- 
ked ; Cleanline/s muſt be a pretence for 
their Servants ſpending much of the 
day and year 1n needleſs Vanities, which 
might be much better ſp-nt : Not to 
be accounted Careleſs or Uncleanly by 0- 
thers of the like Vanity, ſeemeth cx- 
caſe enough for a multitude of eed- 
leſs Curioſities : To find poor People work 
doth paſs for an exculc, for imploy. 
ing 
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Mary's Choice Juſtified. It 
ing Servants and Tradeſmen in making 
and providing all theſe Need-nots, as if 
they might not have been better im- 
ployed for the common good, and ent- 
couraged to learn ſome better Trades 3. 
as if they knew not how narrow a Cot- 
fin, and little furniture muſt ſhortly 
ſerve them : The report of good Houſe- 
keeping and Entertainments mult juſtifie 
the Excefles and chargeable needleſs ſu- 
perfluities of the rich. 

6. What needleſs Cares and buſmeſs 
have many to avoid the contempt or hard 
thoughts of others! How near goeth lt to 
a proud Heart what is thought and ſpoken 
of them! And their avoiding of contempt 
muſt be the reaſon of molt of the fore- 
mentioned Vanities, in their Dreſs, their 
Houſes, their Retinue, and the reſt; | 
when alas they have another kind of 
Judgment to prepare for, and they and 
thoſe whoſe thoughts they ſo much re- 
gard, are almoſt dead and Dult alrea- 
d 


7. What a deal of ſome mens Care 
and Thoughts are ſpent in needleſs con- 
trivances for Power and Greatneſs in 
the World ! what works find ſome A4cvi- 


rophels and. Efamans for their minds ! As 
if 


22 The One Thing Neceſſary, or, 

if it were needfull for a man to fall at 
laſt from a higher place than the reſt 
about him ; or to have his will fulfilled 
by all others ; or to have the Sovls or 
Lives of many to anſwer for ; or to be 
 ſtronglyer allured to the damning Love 
of this World than other men; or to 
- be envyed by many ; or to be a Ruler 
of others, before one knoweth how to 
be. Obedient to God, and to rule him- 


felf: And O what worſe then necdlels. 


troubles, even horrible wickednels doth 
this Ambition lead many to! even to be 
the Plagues of the Earth, and incar- 
nate Devils, by bloody Wars and cru- 
e! Oppreſiions, Deſolations' and Perſe- 
cutions. 

8. Yea ſome of lower rank have ſuch 
mperious idol Wills, that nothing mult 
croſs them, or be faid or done by any 
2n0ut ther, but as they would have 1t : 


And yet it's two to one but fo mary per. 


ſens end thinzs will croſs them, and £0 
quite contrary to their wills, as that 
their diſcaſe will be ther contimunl tor- 
ment : And they will be !tse one in Win 
ter that cannot bear the cold, and yet 
muſt bear it, or Iix2 2 poor man that 
is a Sorvent to his. Appetite, and hath 

OT 


at 
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not wherewith to pleaſe it: or like one 
that dwelleth by the Sea, and cannot 
bear the ſight of the Waters, Or in a, 
Wood and cannot bear the ſha king of 
a Leaf. Such worle than needleſs trou- 
bles doth an 14ol lj produce. 

9. And how much time is loſt in vain 
and necdleſs talk ; about things not jult- 
ly pleaſing, and no way profiting our 
ſelves and others ! A Min T ongue being 
the Index of a vain Mind, as if Mind 
and Tongue had no higher or better 
em or Imployment. 

And in this City it 1s not a lit- 
tle pee that is taken up with xeealeſs 
Syorts and Recreations : | will not honour 
the Gameſtcrs trade with fo loft a Name 
as Needleſs Work; Nor the Play-houſes, 
nor the houſes of excels and lulf: Bur if 
Cards, Dice, and Stage-plays had never 
been branded and condemned by the An- 


cient Canons of the Chriſtian Churches, 


and did not notorioutly bear the marks 
of Temptation and much groſs folly 
and fin, yet Vanity and Need!efiefs ſhould 
be cnough to make men, that. believe 

FE WS - - 1 , at 6. ac? 
another World and the ſhortneſs of this 
1 1te, to abhor them, and better ſpend 
thiir time. There is a fort of Pleaſure 


and 
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' which fits us beſt for our neceſſary works 
and duty, preſerving by motion the health 
of the body, or refreſhing the weary Spi- 
rits of hard Students. But God hath 
left no man in ſuch a penury of Re- 
{ creation, but that he may find more uſe- 
ful, profitable, manly, time-ſaving and 
ſafe ones,. than Gaming, or Stage-Plays, 
or Romances, an@fuch enſnaring befool- 
ing unprofitable Time-waſters are. 

11. And among all the needleſs de- 
ceitful vanities, »nprofirable Studies and 
{ Arts are not the leaſt: When Cornelizs 
Aprippa had itreined his Brain to ſuch 
Curioſities that he paſled for a Conju- 
rer, and had written a Commentary up- 
upon Lullius his Arts after many others ; 
he concludeth all with an honeſt and 
Chriitian like Treatiſe, De YVamtate Sci- 
entiarum, commending the Study and 
Practice of Gods Word as the only true 
Wiſdom : And though I have marvel- 
ed at the Carthage Council, which for- 
bad the reading of Heathens Books, I ne- 
ver wondered that mens Exceſs here- 
in ſhould be rebuked, nor that Paxl call- 
ed men to beware leſt they were deceiv- 
ed by vain Philoſophy, and to avoid 0p- 


poſition 


and Recreation that is needful : That 
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' poſition of Sciences, falſly ſo called : Lan- 


guages, Logick, Metaphylicks, Phylicks, 
Mathematicks,.&c. have their uſe ; Bur 
he is a Learned man indeed who right- 
ly applyeth them to that uſe, and ſe- 
parateth the needfull from the needleſs 
part, the certain from the uncertain, 
truth from falſhood and preſumptuous 
Conceits ; the plauſibleneſs of the thing. 
inviteth- many to walte their time in 
unprofitable Studies, who durſt not have: 
ſpent it in Play-houſes and Gaming ; 
and yet I doubt to many it will prove 
no better. 


\ _ _ 


Qu. Burt the doubt is, What are theſe 
needleſs ſinfull things, . That ſeemeth needleſs 
£2 one that ts not ſo mated, or to another ? Cy- 
nicks call Decencies, and Ornaments, and 
Conventencies, and Pleaſure, needleſs. 

Anſ. 1. That is needleſs which doth no 
000d. 

2. Thoſe things that do more hure than 

00d. 

3. Thoſe things which an/wer nor the 
coſt and labour which is beſtowed for 
them. 

4. Thoſe things that are good, but 
hinder and deprive us of a greater good, 

which 
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which we may well {pare, but are hin- 
derances. to the one thing necellary, 


which we cannot ſpare ; all theſe a2 1 


certainly ncedlefs, it not worſe. 
| But becauie vain Perſons are hardly 
{ Convinced, 'till God by Light or Fire 
do convince them, 1 will help them by 
theſe few queſtions following. 

#. 1. Is that aft which you plead for, 
a thing which God doth any way Comr- 
mand you, diretly or indirectly ? If nor, 
how can it be necdf;:l to you ? you will 
ſay, Are there not ſome things Indiffe- 
rent and {rrfull, which are no dures ? 
Anſ. 1. There are zatural things which 
are not 0741; ( either Virtue or Vice ) 
as your Health or Sickncls, and ſuch 
things as are Gods works and not yours ; 
of thele I ſpeak not. 2. There are 
Actions of your onn which are : ec ly Ade 
tural, neither commanded nor forbid: 
den, and that is all thoſe which are n0 
marrer for Kational £109; ad Or ref rifin”, 
ſuch as have no moral uſe; as wink- 
ing with the eye, which foot I ſhall firit 
put forwat 2» 3 witch of two equal things, 
in mear, rink, Ap parel, &c, I ſhall 
take. Cowon C1500 (t e; ) w 2c It Is necdfinll 
that I do one, "ut rt's periettly indifte. 


*v1Þ 
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rent which : But the things which I am 


ſpeaking of are of no ſach nature, but 


ſach as belong to Rational choice, and 
zre accordingly choſen by you. 

Qs, 2, Would your Conſciences trou- 
ble you for it as any fin, if you omit- 
ted the thing which I call needleſs ? 
I ſuppoſe nor. 

Qs. 3. Is it to pleaſe God as an aft of 
Obedience that you do them ? Is your Cu- 
riolity, and your vain Attire, and the reſt 
torementioned choſen to pleaſe God, or 
to pleaſe your fleſhy Senſe 2nd Phantaſlle, 
or the World ? 

©#. 4. Wu it be any -:rt to you, 
or real oſs, if they be omitted, or be 
denyed you f | 

Ox. 5. Have yon got any thing by 
them already, or Not loſt more than 
you. have gotten. 

Qs. 6. Are they things that the 
better, or the worſer fort of Perſons 
more. mind and plead for ? whoſe De- 
lights are Cards ard Dice, and Plays, 
and vain Faſhions ? Is it the moſt Hea- 
venly, or the moſt Fleſhly Perſons that 
are moſt eager of them, ard moſt uſe 
them ? 

Qr. 7. Do you find that they more 


bel D 
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belp or hinder you in Prayer and other 


holy Exerciſes ? eſpecially your hea- ya 
to 


venly Delights ? 
Qs. 8. How do they reliſh with you 


0 


when you think of Death and Judg- fg 
ment? Are they a comfortable part of © 


your Preparation ? Had you rather then 
review and anſwer for your time ſpent 
in theſe, than in greater things ? 

If you will but ſet Conſcience to an- 
ſwer theſe Queſtions, methinks you 
ſhould ſoon perceive your ſelves, what 
things they be that are needleſs, and 
therefore not to be choſen, and conſe- 
quently unlawfull. 

But that you may ſee that I drive you 
not to any extreams, I ſhall negative- 
ly add, 

I. 1 do not number all our thoughts, 
care and labour for our Bodies, Chil- 
dren or others, about things need- 
full and convenient, to be theſe needleſs 
things. 

2. Nor is our diligent labour in a 
conſtant Calling needleſs ; he that will 
not labour, St. Paul ſaith, ſhould not eat ; 
This is a part of our Obedience to 


| God, Six dayes ſhalt thou labour. 


3. Nor is it needleſs to labour for 
more 


S( 
D 
'® 


( 
| 


Us 
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bp 
pres Le than we need our ſelves, that we 


may have to give to him that needeth, and 
to do yood to others. 

4. Nor is it needleſs to do our beſt 
for our bodily health, to fit our Bodies 
to be able and chearfull ſervants to our 
Souls : That Food, that Recreation and 
Pleaſure, which is neceſlary to fit Body 
or Mind for Service, and the work of a 
Chriſtian Life, is not vain. 

5. All men are not called to the ſame 
kind of Labour and employment ; that 
is needfull to one, which is not to a= 
nother. 

6. The loweſt things which we do 
in Obedience to God, if it were but 
ſweeping the Streets or Chimneys, 1s 
not to be numbred with the needleſs 
things, but rather a comfortable exer- 
ciſe of Humility and Obedience. 

But every man muſt prefer the great- 
eſt thing. 


_— 


— 


IV. What are the common excuſes of 
this Sin ? 
Obj. 1. Some ſay, that it is but few 


Perſons, at leaſt not all, that are fitted 


for, and called to great employments ; 
they that cannot do greater matters, 
mult do leſler. Anſ. 


—— — —— 
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Anſ. All are not called to Govert 
Kingdoms, nor to be Teachers and Paz 
ſtors of the Church ; but all have ſome 
Talent, which they muſt uſe and an-# 
ſwer for; and all may do ſomewhat, _ 
which tendeth to the common good ; K 
the Servant or Labourer that Pioweth, Y 
Soweth and Reapeth, doth ſerve the 
Common-wealth ; and if his Malter live 
idly, and ſpend his time in Gaming, 
Plays, or other vanity, can he excuſe 
it by pleading a greater incapacity than | 
his Servant had? A Maſon, a Carpen- 
ter, a Tailor, a Sweep-chimney, do that * 
which is needfull to be done ; and ſhall 
rich men live- idly, and do no good, 
becauſe they are rich ? 

Obj. 2. 1 was not bred up to labour, they 
that were bred up to it, muſt uſe tt. 

Anſ. If you were not brcd up to: fone 


> = et TY 


_ Calling or Employment, profitable to 


your ſelf and others, you were bred in 
fin, and then it's time to break it off ; 


| Jdleneſs, with Pride and Fulneſs, are 


noted to have been Sodoms lins 5 and 
will you not amend, becauſe you were 
bred in ſin? can you bear the doom of 
the unprofitable, ſlothful Servant, 2427. 
25 ? Or will it excule you I ou 

Wave 


: 4” 
* 


or, 


| " Mary's Choice Tuitified. | 2 


overhhave been ſlothfull from your youth ? 

d PaJ Obj. 3. God doth not require toil and 
ſomefabour from thoſe that are rich, and need 
1 an-It 70t. 


what. 


Anſ. God doth not require the ſame 


Doc - . kind of labour from all ; but if he give 


2th, 


you more than the oor, he requireth 


the not leſs but more from you ; that 1s, 


live 
Ng, 


-ule 
h2n 
en- 
hat * 
all 


><, 


your conſtant diligence in more profi- 
table work ; elſe you may as well ſay, 
That God is the Goverronr of none but 
the Poor, or that h- lovketh for leaſt Ser- 
vice, where he giveth oft wages. 

Your labour 1 Rag only to apply 
your own rceds, but t9 profit others, 
and for the common 700d. 

And the more you do in way of Du- 
ty, the more you receive and profit 
your ſelves. Idleneſs is your own lofs 
to Soul and Body. 

Ovj. 4. den need Recreation and Re- 
laxation. 

Anſ. What do you need it for? Is 
it not for your work, and your health, 
to enable you to work ? Uſe no more 
than furthereth your health 'and work, 
and that ſhall nor be called needleſs. 

”}J. 5: Little thinzs are uſefull in their 


p.aces , Chrilt ſai h of ſome inch, Theſe 


Ou? ht 
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ought ye to have done, and not to leave thi 
other undone. | | 
Arſ. No doubt but there are thing, 
good and needfull of ſeveral degrees. 
all are not of the -oft needfill kind 
But what's this to that which is 9 
#eedfull ? or that hindereth more need 
full things, as afore deſcribed ? 
. Obj. 6. Old men are incompetent Fudg 
- es of the caſe of Youth, as not havin 
their inclinations to Sports and Pleaſures 
and all men, eſpecially Divines and Law. 
yers, and ſuch like grave men, who ar 
themſelves taken up with greater matters 
are incompetent Judges of 4 aff atrs of Wi 
men, their Cloaths, their Furniture, thei 
Expences and their Imployments, and ar 
apt to call all needleſs, which is below thei 
work. 
_ Avrſ. Yet Chriſt thought himſelf meet 
to judge of the choice of fzrtha and 
Mary, and Solomon to give directions tc 
Women, and ſo did St. Peter and St. 
Paxl : Old men were once young, and 
know what youthfull inclinations are 
and grave men that live among Women, 
ſee their buſineſs, and know their rea 
ſons : And it all ſorts of perſons ſhal 
judge Miniſters, Lawyers and Fudges in 
competen! 


T, 
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ve th competent to judge of their Tradings, 


Aftions and Aﬀairs, and ſo appropri- 


hing! ate the judgment of them to them- 
rees ſelves alone, then all perions will by | 


rind 
IS 20 
need 


Fudg 
avin 
Ures : 
Lamw- 
0 Ar 
trers 
Wo 
thei 
| ar 
thei, 


meet 
anc 
1s tc 
| St. 
and 
are, 
nen, 
rea- 
ſhal. 
* In- 
ten! 


their own judgments be alwales in the 
right, and none will be capable of a- 
mendment ; the Proverb 1s, A /tander by 
may ſee more than a Player ;, but it is con- 
feſſed that a juſt Judge muſt hear and 
conlider the whole caſe. 

Obj. 7. We ſhall be derided if we are 


fingular. 


Anſ. Will God deride you for obey. ' 
ing him ? hath not he ſaid, Be not con- 


formed to this world ? You will be deri- 


ded and perſecuted too by wicked men, 
if you will be true to Chriſt, to God- 
lineſs, Sobriety and Honeſty, and is 
that a good reaſon why you ſhould be 
ſenſual, worldly and ungodly ? 


— —__ — 


V. But what 1s the fin here Repro- 
ved, &c? What harm is it to be thus 
carefull and troubled about many things, 
that are not comparatively needfull-? 

Anſ. 1. To preferr little things be- 
fore greater, and thus to imploy our 
ſelves, is a wilfull devaſing of our Souls, 
which ſhould be exerciſed” about that 

which 


24 The One Thins Neceſſary, or, 


which is anſwerable to the dignity © 
;their natures ; as it is a debaling of {; 
Prince to uſe him as Beggars, or in for 
did work ; and as It were below a wiſt; 
man to talk at the rate of Fools anc, 
Children ; fo is it a debaſing of a Sou 
* that is made for things of endleſs con 
ſequence, to imploy it upon needle, 
trifles. Pride maketh men think wel 
of themſelves, and look high in tht, 
world, and diſdain to be ſet low in, 
mens thoughts, words or employments;, 
and yet when God commandeth them) 
to look higher, they chooſe a low and: 
ſordid life. | 
2. It is a wilfull contempt of the moj. 
excellent things : God and our Redeem. 
er, Grace and Glory are before us, and 
ſhould be remembred and ſonght in the 
firſt place ; and it is a contempt ol 
them, needleſly to turn from them our 
minds and time to vanity : The mind 
of man is not infinite, but narrow, and 
cannot be employed on many things at 
once; if it. be taken up with trifles, it 
cannot chooſe but neglect greater things: 
And for God, and Chriſt, and Heaven, 
to be ſet by, while we play with toyes, 
is profane Contempt. . 
Od], 
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ty 0j Obj. We cannot be alwaics thingzas of 
of God and Heaven. 
1 ſor Arſ. Bat you muſt alwaies be ſerv- 
Wilt;ng God in o:.c kind or other, and al- 
 Allyies doing that which tends to 
 SOWFeaven ; 2s you are not 21 day medi- 
 COltating of the Light, bat you ore all day 
dlef fins it. 
wel " This taking up ovur minds and time 
| thtyith needleſs things, is a preat izjary 
W Weg our ſelves, by ncelett of or 078 great 
ents; ,/ benefit and neceſſities : Did bat men 
themknow what they have to mind and ſcek, 
' ACjr would be their ſpecdy cure. Alas, 
we are all behind hand in our great 
 m9P and neceſſary bulineſs ; and theſe Tri- 
ee: flers uſually are more behind hand than 
, AC others : They have more to do of un- 
n the ſpeakable conſequence, than all their 
Tt time and diligence will ſerve for, as it 
\ All deferveth, ( having loſt fo much alrea- 
miedy) and yet have they ſo much to ſpare 
and for trifles ? 
85 1 © that theſe Loyterers knew their 
'S, Ineceſſity and their work. 1. You have 
INSS'a God to know, of whom you are too 
-aVellignorant; you have his Word and Will 
07EGy,to know, which you arc yet much un- 
.. acquainted with. 2. Do you know what 
1. C IC 
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it is to get, kcep, uſe and [trengthy 
a lively belief of the Word of Go, 
and the unſeen World? 3. Do yc 
know what 1t 1s to get aflurance th 
God is your reconciled Father, th 
Chriſt and Salvation 2re yours ? th 
you are truly ſanftified, and ſhall lj 
in Heaven for ever? 4. Do yau kno 
what it 1s to get the Heart in Lo 
with God, and to long alter Comm 
nion with him in Glory? 5. Do y 
know what it 1s to gct down all tl 
luſts of the fleih, and watch againſt ; 

the ſnares of ſenſe and vain imagin 
tion, and to eſcape the love of the 
alluring pleaſures, and the danger 

particular ſins of ſenſuality? 6. I 
you know what It 1s to ſul bdac all yo! 
carnal affeCtions and paſſions, and | 

get in their ſtead a zeal for God, al 
to be fervent in his Service? 7. L 
you know what It 1s to get above ti 
love of Riches, and to eſcape all t 
ſnares of Covetous defires? 8. Do y( 
know. what it 1s to keep a holy gover 
=ment of your thoughts, and to empl« 
them in their proper work ? 9g. Do y( 
know what 1t 1s to rule your tongut 


in forbearing evil, and uſing them fi 
th 


or, © 
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that which they are made for ? 10. And 
do you know what the ſpiritual, fin- 
cere and conſtant uſe of all Gods Wor- 
ſhip'is, Word, Prayer, Sacraments, &c ? 
11. Do you know what 1t 1s to re- 
new Repentance for our renewed fins? 
12. And to keep down all Pride, and 
to walk humbly before God and man ? 


\ 13. Do you know what it 1s to love 
- others as your ſelves; to do as much 
good to all mens Souls and -Bodles as 


you can? 14. And what it is to diſ- 


, Charge all the duties of your ſeveral 


relations, to all your ſuperiours, infe- 
riours and equals? 15. And what it is 


to find out the corruptions and deceit- 
. fulneſs of your own hearts, and well 


to nnderiſtand your ſelves? 16. And 
what it is to underſtand the nature and 
danger of all Satans temptations, and 
to eſcape or overcome them? 147. And 
what it is to obey all the motions of Gods 
Spirit? 18. And to uſe all our daily 
Mercies well ? 19. And to bear AﬀiQi- 
ons patiently and profitably ? 20. And 
to be above the love of this body and 
life, and ready to dye? 21. And to 
live in the joy and comfort which be- 
ſ{cemeth the Children of God, the mem- 

C 2 bers 
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bers of Chriſt that wait in hope of end- 
leſs glory ? Do but underſtand what all 
or half this is, and conicionably do it, 
and then ſpend the reſt of your time 
in Cards, Dice, Playes, vain Adorn- 
ings, Curiolities and other trifles. 

. 4- Conlider alſo that Time and Life 
are very ſnort and very uncertain, and 
therefore not to be ſpent on necdleſ; 
things by one that ſtandeth at the door 
of eternity. 

5. The experience of other men ſhoutd 
move us : All right repenting men, and 
molt dying men, wiſh that their time 
had not been ſo waſted, but ſpent on 
that which was necellary to the great 
ends of lite. 

6. Conſcience telleth mo{t that have 
not ſeared it, that at Death and Judg- 
ment we are like to wiſh that needfull 
things had taken up all our time. 

7. It isa wrong to our great Creator 
and Preſerver, that we ſhould thus waſt 
our time while he maintaineth us, as if he 
gave us Life and Mercy for ſuch Vanity. 

8. The Example of Chriſt and his 
Saints, is a reproof of all ſach Vant- 
ty ; we find not that they thus ſpent 


their thoughts and Lime. 
VI. The 
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f end- 


rs all; y1. The Uſes we ſhould make of this, 
O It-re theſe : 

* t1me 
dorn- 


[. Parents may hence learn, for what 
imployment they ſhould Educate their 


1 Life Children in the World, what they ſhould 


, and 


houtd 
, and 

time 
It on 
great 


have 
udg- 
dtull 


eator 
walſt 
if he 
Ity. 
his 
[anl- 


pent 


texch them, and to what Trades and 
cdleſs Call 


door "IP 


9s they ſhonld ſet them ; not to 
iS will ſpend thcir Lives in Vanl- 
tips; 3:t ſach in which they may be 
molt u{cfll to themſelves and others 
in the world : Not that all can be of 
the beſt or highe!t Callings, but all 
ſnould be educated for the moſt uſe 
and ſervice, and all employed in the 
beſt which they are fit for : It is a de- 


: baſing of your Children to intend them 


for no hetter than to live at eaſe to 
2et money ; a Heathen would tell you, 
that niciulneſs to the Common-wealth 
is mor: to be regarded, and. a Chrt- 
ſtian knoweth that the ſerving of God 
in the greateſt profiting of our ſelves 
and others, mnit be preferred. 

IT. Let us all review our lives, and 
ſee here how much we have to repent 
of; and let us ſee alſo what cauſe of 
lamentation we have for the common 

C 3 Fullt 
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guilt of all ſorts, againſt theſe and ſuch 
like words of Chrilt, 

But to prevent your - miſunderſtand- 
ing. of me, I firit profeſs that I intend 
not to make you Cynicks, or Superltt- 
tous, nor to perſwade you that it is 
neceſſary to your Salvation to live naſt1- 
iy and undecently, nor that it is any 
part of your holineis or perfection to 
be Lngul, arly fordid, ard to avoid things 
comely and conver nt, as ſoinc old 
"ene {M and Anchor ites, and ctvers 
Popuh Saints ſeemec. to think: I am 
not Grawing you to imitate that prejent 
Sect among, us, that ſet up at firlt with 
a holineſs which conſiſted much in for- 
bearing Cuffs, and Bands, and Hatbands, 
and Ribbans, and ſaying Tho: inſtezd 
of You, and withall in epen rev11in 
the moſt faithfull Miniſters. It is not 
a ſuperſtitious Toxch nor, T afte nr, Flun- 
dle not, Col. 2. 20, 21. I am commend 
ing to you : Bur I fear leſt the con- 
rrary commons extream be much more 
dangerous : I would not ſpears againſt 
your ſmalleſt convenicnce, fo far as it 
became not a time-walting Snare, and 
hindred not your Heads, Hearts and 


' Lives from greater necclſ: ry things. I 
know 
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know that when St Paz! ſpeaketh of- 
ten for providing things hozeff, and liv- 
ing honeſtly, h2 meaneth things decent 
and of goo4 report ; to 'expoſe ones 
ſelf, purpoſely to be Jaug hed © at, 2s ST. 
Francis and ſach others are ſid to have 
done, 1S no juit excrcile of Piety, or 
Humility. 

But alzs what a dolcful Sneftacle 1s 
it, to on2 that believeth whither we 
are going, to ice what it 1s that molt 
men arc Coinf, and what 1t 15 that 
they leave nydone ! I am not now 
ſpcaki:iig of the time that 1s ſpent im 
direct cvil ; but little do men know how 
dangerouily t they fin in ſpending "too 


mach in things that have /o-c £024, 
and in preferrins Conweritncies 'ant 


ſmall bodily Picatures and Comn nodi- 
ties, berore the c: *'64f and nceaſ nul (hin's 5 
who can doubr but it was a decent 
and g20d thing for /7artha to make 
Proviion for Chriit, 2nd to attend and 
ſerve him ? Are not molt of your un- 
feaſonable Cares and Troubles, about 
much ſmaller matters han this ? but 
at the tune wacn greatcr things inould. 
be done, cven theic arc culpable Cares 
and Troubles; much more thoſe many 

CG 4 Lttle 
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Intle triiles, which only Pride and Fol- 
ly calleth ncedfall : And verily we have 
all ſo much of rhis necif/ry work to do, 
that leaveth us little room or time to 
ſpare for things which molt men ſend 
much of their Lives in : ; fo great and 


_urgent 2re our main concerns, as thould 


make every wil? man ſtudy diligent- 
iy to pnt by &s many of the ey d1- 
verting matters 25s he : He that had 
Money to lay ont ſor his ranlome, or 
tor his lite or nece Jary IC 00! . wou! id 
ſpend littie on fmall! mrtters, *Ull 
were ſure he had. enough to Go 
Hearken but wileiy to God and LUon- 
icience ; foreice whither you are go- 
nz, and what you have to do, and 
of: what inconceivable importance, and 
the n conlider whetner you have recom 
and tim? tor al or any of tnoie dvert- 
Ing triilss wich are the cl iete:t care 
and balineſs of the niavelteving caraal 
world. 

This neediefs bulinefs plainly ſheweth 
that you nive low ad 11ttle Sonts : 
As Chiidrea playmg in the Sand ſhew 
their dilicrence from men that apply 
themſelves to manly buſineſs, ſo your 
over-butineſs about your Ornaments, 
Dreſles, 


— 
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Dreſies, Complements, Rooms, and 
many inch trifles, doth tell others 
( wiacther you will know 1t your ſelves 
cr not) that you have both Childiſh 
uaderlſt: ndings (and worſe becauſe you 
are ut age) that ſet too much by lit- 
tle thides, and that you have too much 
carnality of atfcAion, when you have 
ſo mach mind of rriling Need-nots : 
And worlt of all it plainly ſheweth that 
you greatly want a tounder beliei and 
deeper &cnic of your great bnlineſs 
and intereſt in the world, and hve 
not in the ſenſe of the nearneſs- of 
Death and things Eternal, as wife Be- 
levers ſhould {till do. 

| am not ſaying, that you fnould-al-- 
ways have the 11; aral fears and ſadneſs, 
which tho Bel rence of Death doth bring 
on mo.t: I h:d rathrr you were & 
above theſe to the lailt: Nor do I ſay 
that Mu Monid always have jaſt the 


12m2 go ot pullions, or do all things 

ja't 1: the ſame manner, as you ought 
to go: © "ad do, if you were lure to 
die to ! Morrow. Bat I mult ſay, that 


VO gt id have the fame Wiſdom, and 
tne ſame clteem of God, and of the 
Vorld, or Soul and Body, of icaven 
C 5 An 
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and Earth, of Eternity and Time, of 
Duty and Sin, of Neceſſ:rics and Tri- 
fles, 3$ you will then have; and the {ame 
holy affeCtions, and diligence, and pra- 
&ice of Life, "which this Wiſdom Wil 
then teach you to wiſh that you had 
ſgoner had. O let there not be too great 
and ſtamefu! a difference betwcen your 
Livingand your Dying Thoughts.If your 
Fathcr, or Child, or Hu Shand, or Wife, 
were on their Dcath-1:ed or going to 
Exccution, would not all be aſiamecd of 
you, that ſhould hear you talk to them 
*bout Cards, or Plays, or fine Cloaths, 
Lces, or greater worldly Toyes 
tnzy theſe. Yea, if you were taken up 
your ſcives about your own Ornaments, 
Dreflings, Curioſities, and troubleiome 
Triflings, who would not ſay that you 
WCrec diforaceſully ſenccleſs of you * own 
and your dying Eriends Condition ? O 
Promile not your fclives more time than 
God hath promiſed you: Dream not 
that you dwell further frum the Grave 
than you Go: You know not what IE 15S 
to live as Chriſtians or as Men, it you 
know not that all ovr Lic ſhould be 
ſpent in our {.cſt prepcration for Death. 
Thoazh you muit do much which you 
. | WOoid 
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would not he juſt found doing, you mult 
do nothing but what you can then Com- 
fortably review, nor ſpend a moment 
in that, which then you mult wiſh that 
yo h::u not ſpent it in. And whether 
time-wzrilins trifles and Need-nots, will 
be comiortably remembred then, by one 
that hath Reaſon and Faith, and had 
ſo little time, and ſo much to do with 
it, methinks it might be eaſfte to fore- 
ice. 

Verily, if you ſpent your time in no 
greater matiters,than in getting Gold and 
worldly G:ory, Crowns 2nd Kingdoms, 
mcerly for your Fleſh, and the ereateſt 
Pleaſures of a carnal tranſitory Life, 
you will in the Everlaſting review, be 
confounded and tormented in remem- 
bring your ſelf-abaling tolly. And are 
your many little trifle; then of more 
worth to make you a juſt excuſe? Gen- 


tlemen, Ladies and Gentlewomen ; do. 


not only bear with ms, but be wil ling 
and thankful that I dezli plainly with 
you, when it 1s not for me, but for your 
ieives: It is fuch as you that are moſt 
ordinarily and excuſably guilty of this 
Sin and Folly: The poor Lavouring 
Countrey-man and Tradeſman indeed 


L3, 
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5 unexcuſable that will be diverted from | v 
. the care of his Evcrl:ſting ſtate, even 
by his moſt lawful aid neceſſary La-| Þ 
bours : But uſually their guilt is leſs | | 
far than yours, in all thele following 
reſpects. | 
1, That which they do 1s profitable | 
to the Common-wealth ; and ſo 1s good, 
and part of their duty in it felf confi- 
dered. To Plow, and Sow, and Reap, 
ard make you Bread and Drink, and 
Cloths, Cc. But what good cometh 
t tie Common- wealth by, your Curl- 
olitics, ard Vanities, and Plays, and | 
Complem=zts, tnongh decency, and 
cle:nlineis, ,cud handiomeneis, aud a- | 
voiding contempt and reproach be vain- 
ly preierdcd tor them. T icy vatmner, 
and. you wyte: They are the Bees, and | 
you ai? the Des: They lthour, and | 
VOu ET, C T, O11 Your I.ults 21d F an- | 
LICS. 'Tfo's 3:0 ne lit A lix A! ', but 
he never b<d jo1 make fnch a ſtir for 


&Q 


hs a. 


meer Uonnecchary Vanities, | 
Me , = "is . . ; 7” , . ' 
2. {NEC&;/11!Y I5-LONE ICALON for what 
they do, though ic be no good excuſe 


d_-—_—_—_— 
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for leaving undone greater things. 

They mutt jaiintain thomicives and: Fa- 

MIiics,. 44 pay you. your Rents : But 
what 


10! 
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what neceſſity have you to waſte thoughts 
and times amour your many unprofita- 
ble Toyes: Martha h:d ſome excuſe, 


- but you have none. 


3. God pgiveth you more Wag Les, and 
therefore deth expe&t more Hor; You 
are Stewards ot morc tralt, and there- 
fore have more to give up 2n acconnt 
- 

They can ſay, [_ Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles ard all good men have iaboured 
and done {ich things as we do;7] and 
It is part of Ris Law, itnat it we will 
not work we ſhall not cat; and Solo- 
moas Mother, a Quacen, and he the wi- 
ſelt King by her teaching, delſcribeth 
the Virtuons Woman to be one _ 
workceth wiljinzly with her hands 
Wooll and Flax, that rifeth Lefore Per 
to look to hcr houtgold, and her Ca2n- 
dle gocth not out Dy 1120t; and eat- 
cth not the Brezd of _ ies; ] (when 
too many of the Rich do eat no other, ) 
The labours of rs Tenants have 
ſuch Preſidents «5 thete. But have 30a 
any ſuch for your necvleſs formalitic 
and ro,es? Dil Chiilt or tis Apoltles 
ſpend their time 111 Praiizg ot unpro- 
table tliings, or in Id:encis, or Plays, 
Or 
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or Gaming, or in Chtdiih neatifying 
their Boles, or ſuch like? was St. Pe- 
ter of your mind when he wrote to 
Chriitian Women, 1 Per. 3. 3. 208 
their a5; y be not out wd, of [lait; 
the Hair, ad of weartng Gold, or A 0 
ting 071 of 72A rt, but | ih hidden W171 of 
the Heart ;, in that mhich is not corrupti- 
ble, cucn of a mech, ond quiet Spirit, which 
is in Gods ſight of great pi rice ? That 1s, 
regard th:t which is precious, ard a= 
dorncth you in the ſight of God, ard 
affect not ncatneſs or coltlyneſs, to make 


W you ſeem cither Rich or Comely in 


the ſight oi Man, but cloath your cor- 
ruptible fin with che: *Þ and eaſie 
plainnels, as beſcemeth thoſe that are 
going to the Grave. It 1s not Appa- 
rel, but Ornaments that he fort bids, and 
a vain defire by our Apparel to ſeem 
ſomewhat higher or haudſomer than 

we are 10 me 
Periiaps you will fay, that Chriſt 
and hs Apoſtles were poor men, and 
therefore neither Patterns or fit Judg- 
es for you: An}. Bit yet they ſhall 
judge you, whether you will or not; 
And they who tcil men by their 
lives, that they take not rher "Doftrine 
or 
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or example for their Rule, or Chriſt for 
their Governoxr, ſhall find that unbelief 
and rebellion are not the way to their 
Juſtification. But though they that are 
gorgcouſlly cloatlicd then dwelt in 
Kings hoajes, do you but read the 31. 
Chapter of the Proverbs, ard take there 
the Counſel and Pattern of a ncen 
and King, and LI wil: reprove you no 
more. 

And you that arc ſo regardiul of the 
thoughts and eyes of men, and whoſe 
Pride maketh fo great a matter of your 
reputation, that all about you be /ioht- 
ly and-lyable to no contempt, why do 
you not moit regard your by py 
with the wiſe and the beſt: St. Perer © 
before told you what arc the po 
Ornaments in the light of God: And 
wiſe men and good men come neareſt 
to God in all their cſltimations. Who 
will beſtow munch coſt or time, or hire 
Servants, to trim themſelves, or their 
Houſes, for Children or Bedlams to 
look on and admire ? None but iuch as 
your ſelves do think ever the better of 
You for @l! your coſtly or troublefome 
curiofitics, Wile men look at you 'as 
at Players, or Morice-dancers, ſome 
with 
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with Laughter, and all with Pity ; and 
think, what empty Souls are ehete that 
mind f:ch little Childiſh things ? 

And tceing cominon reaſon te'ls yo, 
that a mans dignity or baſene!; Ivcth 
in the dignity or baſcnels of the thin:s 
which he mindeth , hopeth for and 
ſecketh, ard of the work in which his 
Life 1s ſpent, why will you ſet your 
ſelves fo far below your poor Tenants 
and labouring Servants, as to chooſe 
imployments io far baſer than theirs? 
That 15 baieſt which is moit vain end 
of little benefit to your felves or 0- 
thers: Your Plowman, your Baker, 
your Brewer, your Cook, yea your 
Chimncy-fwweeps: 2 upon more nſe- 
ful employment, ©: ome rich-vain- 
CUrio1s-idic PCT!G1S, 


And as all {fi bimdoth wnd boſohict 
. 1y I F RET s : | Y R % 9 
ſinners, 1:'s two to 0:42 but thife feit- 


alas perions will Gi{t::ite what I 
ſay, as thinking tha it 33 a3zinſt them. 
When common realon mi :ht toll chem 
that all This th il | {7c Cel & 15 / oy them, 
even for their Honour, their Commo- 
dity, their Conſcicnce, ard tlcir 
vation, Saoald I periwadte one 

jelleth Pins and Points, or the Scuvin- 
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gers that carry out Duſt and Dung» 
to become Merchants that trade for 
Gold and enriching Merchandize, few 
of them would be 1o 1ſotriſh as to think 
| ſpeak againlt them, to their diſhonour 
or their lots. 

And ſtill I confeſs that many little 
things are ncedful in their place - and 
ſeaſon: We ſhould miſs Pins and Points 
if we wcre without them. Dirt and 


| uncleanneis muſt be frrept and waſht 


zway: Garments ſhoaid be warm and 
comely: Rooms that are convenient 
are delirable; comely and ſtately build- 
ings and furniture for Princes and Ry- 
lers are a due Ornamcnt fo Mzglitra- 
cy, and ſplendtd Citics and Temples 
are an honeſt imitation of the great 
and glorious works of God : Sweet 
harmony and mclody exhilcrate the 
Spirits for and in Gods Holy Praiſe. 
All his Mercies ſhonid be nicd to fit 
us, to ſerve him with gladneſs, and 
joyfulneſs of heart. It 1s not a Cy- 
nical Life that I plead for, but a baſe 
and childiſh lite that I am diſprailiog, 
When comelineſs and decency, and 
cleanlineſs and reputation 1s. made a 


pretence for ſuch trifling away your 
OWNn 
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own and your Servants time, and ſet- 
ting up ſach royi'h trades and employ” 
ments, as nothing but your own fin- 
ful diſeaſe and folly could keep you 
from being aſhamed of, and your Con- 
ſciences from accuting you for. I am 
aſhamed to name over the triftes with- 
in doors and without which I mean. 

But Satan 1s ſuhtil as well as mali- 
clous, and knoweth that all fih bite 
not at the {ime bait: Crowns and en- 
larged Dominions are the diveriions of 
ſome, who think thcir defizns arc high 
and honourable, while they go to dam- 


nation with more applauſe than world- | 


Iy Peaſants: Brave Speculations and 
picaling Knowledze of things unne- 
ceilary are the bait of others, that 
{corn to neglect God and cait away 
their Salvation,” for ſuch low and lit- 
tle things, as the Wanton and the 
Glatton, or Drankard do. Yet theſe 
that are pleaſed 1n ſatisfying their An- 
petites, think that they make a wiler 
birgain, and have ſomewhat more in- 
fread of Heaven, than ſick brained 
Childiſh Women, that have no hertcr 
in exchange th: n things and bulinclles 
which 1 :m :\hi:med to name. 

() 
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O that God would awaken all our 
Reaſon by a lively Faith, to ſee where 
we ſtand, and what is before us, and 
with whom we have to do, and how 
little tranſitory things of the flcſh do 
ſignifie to a ſound underſtanding. We 
ſhould then ſee that Time and Lite are 
of greater uſe, than to be plaid and 
fool'd away. Every moment of it 
would then appear to- be very Ppreci- 
ous, and of great uſe. Whereas that 
is vile, which is good for nothing but 
vi'ie employments : That hour which 1s 
uſeful for no greater work, than your tri- 
fling Need-nots, is of no greater worth 
than the work which it 1s for, Had 


'you no more to do with it, how unde- 


We TI ny 
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lirable were life: Surely the gain or 
pleaſure of an idle or a tritlizg lite, 
will never compenſate the cares and 
troubles and ſufterings which we ranſt 
all undergo. Were a Prince, Judge 
or Doctor iet up as a Picture only to 
adorn a Room, or as a Mawkin to 
frighten away Crows from the Corn or 
Garden ; this were not ulcleſs, yea it 
were better than many of your timec- 
waſting vanities : But ſure it would be 
a great debaſing of ſuch perſons, as 
{carco 
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be holy and comfortable, and the low- 
eſt things would be thus honoured and 
precious : They that are itedfalt and 
unmovezble, alwaies abounding in the 
work of the Lord, do find their I2- 
bour not in vain, 1 Cor. 15. 55. 1 nc 
ſame Houic, Goods, Money, Food, Ray- 

ment, 


44 The One Thing Neceſſary, or, 
ſcarce worth the coſt and trouble off Pe! 
living. by 

The Scripture tells ns indeed, that tha 
Han walketh in a Valn ſhev, and that 10 
Verily every man at his beſt eftare is Va 0 
my; yea, all under the Sun 1S Yantty SI 
and vexation of Spirit : Bat all this 1s 
{aid only of man as ſecking a Felicity ſet 
in this world, and of all "That he is] i 
and doth, with no higher reſp2Ct than ſe 
to the preſent Proſperity and plenfuref © 
of the Fleſh : But there arc greater I1 
things offered us which are not Vani- | © 
ty, cven the pleaſing of God, and tie S 
fruition of his Love and Glory for ever; | 
and were our life and time devoted to | Þ 
theſe high and no'llve Ends, were our ſ 
waking and ſleeping, our eating and | © 
drinking, our health and ficknels, our c 
labours, yea and our needtul recreati- y 
ons, employed f for theſe, and meaſured } 
accordingly as means. hereto, they woald | x 

| 
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| ment, Time, as uſed by holy Believers and 


by carnal Worldlings, &c. differ more 
than we can now conceive ; HO LINESS 
TO THE LORD is the name of the 


'þ one, and VANITY, VEX ATION and 


SIN of the other. 

But alas, man who as a ſhadow pal- 
ſeth away, doth ſer his hcart on tran- 
litory ſhadows, and dreaming, and 
ſeeming, and Stage-employments and 
enjoyments make up his hypocritical 
life and comforts : His Religion is na- 
tarally ( till Grace amend "him ) but 
Shew and Ceremony ; his heart-work, and 
houſe-work, and publick-work is little 
but Shadow and Ceremony ; Time 1s 
ſpent, anc Money ſpent, and Talk ſpent, 
and Thoughts ſpent upon Shadow and 
Ceren.ony ;, Servants are imployed too 
often allo in waſting their time, to 
ſerve their Maiters Fancies in meer 
Shadow and Ceremony : : You can ſee and. 
hear but little that is better, or of 
greater uſe in many rich perſons dal- 
ly converſations, in their retinne, in 
their ſplendid houſes and curious adorned 
rooms, or any thing even of that which 
commandeth their hearts and time, and 
In which they place their dignity and 

plea- 
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pleaſure ; *till either Grace happily, « 
Death milerably awake their wit, and 
then they cry ont, Al! is YVamty a 
Vexation ;, O that we had better ſpe 
our time ! This their way is their fol 
and yet their poſterity approve thtr ſa 
ings, Plal. 49.11, 12, 13. And ſtill othe 
Tie up that tread in their unhallowed 
ſteps and Satans Kingdom can truh 
boaſt of an wninterruptcd Succeſſion - ever 
from the dates of Cain, till now. 

I ſhail end with ſome Dire&tons ho: 
0 judoe of Needleſs things. 2. And at 
anſwer to. ſome Caſes of Conſcience. 

I. 1. All things are culpably need- 
leſs which anſwer not the coſt, and la 
bour, and time which is laid out up- 
' on them: You may judge by the good 

which they are like to do. 

2. Thoſe things are culpably  need- 
leſs, which are but to ſerve a deſire v 
humonr,, which we have no need to pleaſe ;z 
if the Luft or Fancie be vain, the Mean, 
that ſerve it can be no better ; whether 
it he the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt o 
the eyes, or pride of life, which are 
not of the Father, but of the World. 
Men ſay, We delight in this or that, 
in curiolity, in coſtly or time-waſting| 

{ports, 
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ſports, or ſuch as profit not their bo- 
dily health, in gawdy dreſſes or ſuch 
like z and why may we not gratife our 
delight? why it is ſuppoſed to be a 
needleſs unprofitable delisht, proceeding 
from a vain Fancy, which ſhould rather 
be cured than pleaſed. 

3. All things are much more culpably 
needleſs, which proceed from. a Vicious 
ſinful by our, defire or luſt ; Make no pro- 
Vifion tor the fleſh, fo. ſat: tie : the luſt there- 
of, Rom. 13. 13, 14- To n:ind the things 
of the jieſn, is exmity to God, ard to the 
mintins ot Hairimnal things, Row. 8.6, 
7. Unneceilary ſen{un! dei thts corrupt 
the Soui, aud ffrongly turn down the 
mind from God ond holy Pleaſures ; 
and the mortiitying of ſuch fleſhly Luſts 
or Piez{ures, is no {mall part of our 
Relision, 

4. All thoſe are culpably necdieſs and 
worſe, waich are preferred before truly 
rieedtul things ; and which are againſt 
them, and ſhut them ont, or take ap that 
ſame time and room which they ſhould 
have ; if you have any thing of greater 
moment, which ſhould be done 2t that 
ſame time, whatever hindereth it is va- 
nity and worſe ; and therefore there is 
no 
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no cure for vanity of mind and life, 
till men-come to know their great ne- 
ceſiities, anu important buſineſs which 
they have for all their thoughts and 
time, even the regard of their end and 
all the means, the duties of their ſpiri- 
tual and temporal Cailings, and ſee that 
they have no time to 1 Pare. 

II. Qu. 1s lawful to beof a Trage "mw 
_ ſerveth the Humonrs of vain Perſons ;, as to 
make Cards, or Dice, or S! age- Player ; 
Vain Attire, as Ribbonds, Perim igs, and ch 
like ? 

Anſe. 1. Theſe things are of very diffe. 
rent Natures : Some of th em, as Stage- 
Playes, Cards and Dice, (though Inſtan- 


ces may be deviſed in which it is poſſible} 


to uſe them lawfully) are ſo ordinarily 
uſed ſinfally, and ſo ſeldom well ; that 
| the Trade that maintaineth them may 

well be ſuppoſed to be a Trade of main- 
taining Sin : And, had I a SON, I had 
rather he begg'd his Bread, than have 
ſuch a Trade. But Laces, and Ribbonds, 
and fine Cloaths, and Feathers, and di- 
vers ſuch things, have (among iome that 
they are fit for) a more ordinary law- 
fal uſe ; and therefore I ca2not ſay, that 
ſuch Trades are fnfal. 2. Bat yet be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe they are of ſo little benefit to the 
Common-weealth, _ {o very frequent- 
ly uſed to ſerve a vain and finful Lutt 
:nd Fancy : 1 take i to be a .Sin for 
any one to preferr ſuch a Trade be- 
fore one that is more blamelets and pro- 
fitahle, tnough the Perion might get 
more Mone y by it. 3. And they that 
will uſe ſuch a Trade without Sin, 
mult neceſſarily be ſo careinl in diſtin- 
guiſhing of Cuſt .omers, and not pro- 
miſcuouily ſell to all who they perceive 
will ſerve their Sin by it ; that it 
will much diminiſh their Goin. The 
Cafe is much like an Ale-feller's or Viat- 
ner's, which is lawfal in it felf, but rauſt 
be uſed with fo much diſtinguiſhing care, 
as I doubt few practiſe, lett their Gain 
be hindered : And therefore a /afer Trade 
is much to be-preterr'd, which is not a 
continual Temptzcion. 

Q1.'2. Hays Servant dwell with and obey 


ſuch 4 Majrer, As Laay, or Miſireſs, AS 


will command them to ſpend much of their 
time in Trifies and ]"anittes, rh it are but to 
pleaje a pr LY or curins Fancy ? 

An|. 1. It mult be ſuppoſed, that ma- 
ny ne Servants, through Sloth or Edu- 
cation, misjud ze thoſe thing 'S to be need- 

D leſs 


leſs or evil, which are not ſuch ; and 


Errour will not juſtifie their Neglect. 
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think that their Superiours ſhould com- 
mand them no other lahour than what 
they like themſelves : In this caſe their 


Perſons of Honour and Dignity may 
lawfully. go much further in employing 
their Servants in Dreſſings, and Adorn- 
ings, and Attendance, and in waſhing 
and rubbing Rooms, and ſuch ſmaller 
things, than lower Perſons, from whom 
it 1s not expected, and to whom the 
marks of Wealth agree not, though none 
mult be inordinate. 

2, In meer doubtful Caſes Servants 
are. not the Judges of their Governour's| 
Commands and Bulineſs ; and where they 
are no Jadges, and know no Sin, they 
muſt ſubmir. 

3. Sometimes that which is ſinfully com-} 
manded, may be lawſully and dutifully o- 
bey'd, As itisa Sin in a flick Man to be pec- 
viſh and hardly pleaſed, and ro command 
many needleſs things to 2 Servant in that 
peeviſh humor; when yet(they being law- 
ful things to þz done) the Servant may| 
be bound to obey them. A Paticnt may 
ſinfully be humorous in his Expectations, 
when a Phylitian may yet iawtully PR 

11s 
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his Humours for his Health. A Child - 
may faultily cry for ſomething, when 
the Nurſe may without fault give him 
that which he cryeth for, to quiet him. 
All is not forbidden the Servant to do, 
which is forbidden the Governour to com- 
mand. 

4. Bat all that is Si in the Doer muſt 
be forborn ; and to ſerve and cheriſh the 
Sin of others when we may chooſe, 1s 
linful, 

5. Therefore in ſuch Caſes, though it 
be lawful for a Servant to do many necd- 
leſs things ( not forbidden him by God ) 
when commandcd,it is unlawful to chooſe 
ſuch a Service, in which he ſhall be fo em- 
ployed, to ſpend his time in Vanity, to 
ſatisfie a Ruler's Pride and Humour, un- 
leſs it be in caſe of true Neceflity, or pro- 
bably to attain a greater good, which 
will compenſate all the Inconvenience. 
As if a Pirate or Tyrant command me to 
lay ſome idle Words, or do ſome needleſs 
A190, or elle my Friend or 1 ſhould be 
murthered ; 1a this caſe they are not 1dle, 
or necaleſs, or tle 7741, but a Duty which 
voluntarily chow, wou'd | be a Sin. 

Obj. By this yor mill make tt a Duty to 
obey Papal Commands of idle Ceremonies, if 
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we doubt, or if they be not thinss forbidden 
us. 

Azaf. 1. God hath notleftus to fo much 
liberty Low to worſhip him, as he hath 
lefr us about our Houſes, and Dreſles, 
and common things. 

2. The Pope and his Miniſters are un- 
lawful Governors, as fetting up an un- 
lawful Church Policy, even a univerſal 
humane Eccleliaitical Monarchy (or Ari- 
{tocracy, as the Conciliar Party hold) 
' and thereforc we owe them no Obedience 
even in lawful things, and it is a Sin to 
DEFOm their SubjzCts. 

. Doubting, whether real Sn be Sim, 
will not make it no Sin, nor change the 
' Law of God. Should Men be uncertain 
whether Rebellion, Schiſm, Fornication, 
Perjary or Lying be Sin, they may not 
therefyore do it, though it were com- 
manded them ; for no one hath true Au- 
thority r0 command them. 

4. But if rcaily the thing he lawful to 
be don2, w2 17 517, if commanded by 
ſuch as have true Authorit y to do it, 
thouzh they miitake ard im 1n the Reb 


bel bi) 
ſons Eids G nd At.: int their Com- 


man 
5: Ifa lawſal Ma; 2iſtrat2 or Ruler ſ1n- 


fally 
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fully command [ Say ſuch or ſuch a need- 
leſs word, or do ſuch a vain ACtion, or 
wear ſuch x vain Halt ( not forbidden 
us by God ) or eiſe you ſhall be filenced, 
baniſh<d, impritoned 7} it ceaſcth to be 
Vain in the Uſer, when it's mace receſ- 
{ary to ſack ends, though it be finfully 
commancled. 31t what God forbiddeth 
neVer Le Gone. 

Qu. 3. Atty tre Huſband and _— 
beer with ſciifil Faultics in ls 74 ife and 
Seruaiits, ti 1s Houſe ? Secina ne 1s 126 Ra- 
ber, 1s it wot E4* Sin to tolerate ther ? 

Arfſ. 1. it 13 vndo1otedly his Sin to 
conſeit, 071.99 to remedy It, it hecan do 
it by lawful means. 2. It oft falis out 
that not only necdlels Toyes and Vani- 
ties, but ſome downright great Sins, can- 
not be hindred efeEtially withour ſoerea 
Inconver.tenccs and Milchicts,as Chat ach 
hindcring becometh an «zLowfal acans, If 
a Min have a Wite 1o paſtionate or un- 
Quiet, 25 that no means wonld reſtrain 
her Tongue or Hands, ut turning her 
away, or uſing ſich h Violence as is unſuit- 
able to a Conjugal Relation 3 he malt 
patienily endure her Ta 


If he have a Wir: that will fall into' 
tone danzerous Diſeaſe, or grow diltra- 
D 3 ted. 


= 
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| ted, if ſhe may not Pleaſe her Pride in 
Apparel, or ſer;fally waite much in vam 
Expences, or jnay not uſe an unruly 
Tongue ro fin ; or at lealt, 1tthe reſtraint 
would coll the Husband fo dear ,as wou'd 
by unquictneſs unfit him to ſerve God in 
his place : - In this caſe 1: 1s no lizfol To- 
lration to endure it : He is far from 
confenting, to It ; he only relirameth not 
that which he C2nnho : re}: rain ; For what 
a. Man cennot Go w Lin fl cans, and 
viithout doing more Juirt ihon vocd, It 
miſt be ſaid, that he cannot 9 it et all, 
Aid fo much as a Man may Jznfally groe 
to purchaſe his own Peace and Quietneſs, 

or to cure his Wife of ſuch a Diſeaſe or 
{ Diſtraftion ; ſo much he may lawfully 
{ ſuffer her to ſpend ( though linfully ) to 
prevent It, #5 long as he ditowneth the 
Sin, and wou!d remedy it, 1 he could 
by lawiu! means. 

Obj. If you _y I onien this, [110 wall 
£2VE ther H, {ba nds 0 O: ret to » ans feng 
will waſte their Eftates in Sin, 0 vain Ex: 
perices, to ſatisfic thar Lifts. 

Anl. 1. We muſt uſe no falſe DoQtrine 
for the preventing of {ſuch perſons Sin : 
If it be true, ſome Men have need to 


oF know it. 2. It's poſſible that ſome nos 
O 
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of Expence or Sufering, may be greater 
than the preventing of the Wives Cala- 
mity andits Conſequents are worth ; and 
in ſuch cafcs it cannot he ſo prevented. 


.3. And I hope the Caſe 1s fo rare, that 


mo!t Women's Pride, Exorbitancy and 
Paſiion, and the Sins thence proceeding, 
may be reſtrained by other mezns, at 
Cancr raiccs. 

Odj. 2. But by tits you would iaferr., that 
Ecwuils may aj be tolerated in the Church, if 
ſo far inthe Family, 

Anſ. Conſentins to any Sin, 1s ſin, and 
ſo is doing that by promoting or tolerating, 
which /-nifieth Conſent ;, but nor to binds 
that which we caznor hinder by lawful means, 
and without doing greater hurt than good, 
is no Conſenting, or {inful Toleration. 
Papiſts that are for burning and baniſh- 
ing Diſſenters, yet confels this, that they 
mult tolerate them, when elſe they ſhould 
more hurt the Church by what is done 
againlt them. 

It is no Sin to bear with the greateſt 
Sin 1n the World which we cannot reme- 
dy, much leſs with humane common trail- 


ties, in which all mortal men mult bear - 


with one another, or elſe forſake all 
Love and Peace. 
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And this Ovjeftion mindeth me 


- humyly but carneſtly ( though almo!t 


hopelclly ) to delire all Governours ta 
take notice, that the Paltoral Govern- 
ment of Chriſts Church (being exerci- 
ſed UnCer him, who calleth it his 
Spouſe and Bod 7) 1s very like the <2 
wverniient of a Huſbaid oucr bis 1 
Which mit be done by mo means incon- 
utent with Love «na Cor junal ofeces 
ana Comminion to thy [ {t. Al: d thcre- 
fore i: men mnit |; er with fo many 
great Ofiences mid mcOnvenicices, 
yea 2 id {uſtcrings in and from a Wife 
for their houlold Peace and quictiics, 
let them conider whether for Clzrch- 
Peace mach evii is not to be ceiicu;ed 
when it cannot ie lawiilly hindered. 

And if knmane ſratlty and darkneſs 
be ſuch, as that fev! perions living 
have the ſam2: app renentions of man , 
or molt thi:g3, and | Has! and and Witc 
about their ordinary affturs, will datly 
manifeſt ſach Ufterence of 0]1NIONS 
and humours, as mult de born ( or 
they muſt bezr much worſe, Jet Pa- 
ſtors conlider r, while we agree in all 
thinzs neceſſary to Salvation and the 


common pzace, how much atverſity of 


ence, 
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be cndurcd in the num-rons difficulties 
of Religion, by them that know the 
way of Peace: And whether they that 
wiil no: bcar a little, are not prepa- 
ring to bear mach. And perhaps if 
the Rowan Clergy had not been ſo 
much againſt Pricits Marriage, the ex- 


Herience of their Families, and what. 


diſferin? 7 apprehenlions and ations malt 
there be born by ConJ1g 'al 1 ove, might 
have better any cht thzm how far to 
bear with d1721ing opinions and Ppya- 
Ctices 1n Religion, in{tead of their un- 
chriſtian, inhamane Laws and Practi- 
ces, of "burnin, exterminating, and 
raming all ſuch as their Jad2meats 
ſhall Stigmatize as Hereticks. 


QU. 4. What are t9 be taven for ſinful 
needleſs Se, adics, whica Scaolars (hould. a= 
wV014 ? 

Anſ. 1. There is great cauſe to put 
this queſtion, coniidering how many 
years are this way lolt, and how little 
it 1s rep? at ted of, and how much 1s 
{t11] owned and applauded by men of 

greateſt reputation. 

The Caſe may 1c reſolvel by the 

D x ſame 
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ſence, and coaſequently of prattice, muſt 
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fame Rules before given. 1. All Learn- 
ing and Studies which are not worth 
the colt and labour. 2. All that do 
* but. ſerve that vain delire of Know- 
ledge, which firlt tempted Eve to Sin. 
# 3. Much more all that which 1s bur to 
ſerve mens linful Pride and worldly 
deſigns; And it were well with many 
Students if their Learning ( or Science 
falily ſo called, ſaith Par!) became not 
more plentiful and dangerous matter 
of Pride and felf-deceit, than fine 
cloaths and trifles do to Women. 

4. All that 1s worſe than vain, which 
keepeth out greater and neceſlary things, 
and turncth the mind from Holineſs 
and Heaven. 

But the ſame Knowledge in its pro- 
per place, and uled in due ſubordina- 


& - ton to the greate!t things, and as a 


true means to the true end, 1s gecd and 
holy, which otherwite pl: cd and uſed 
1s doting vanity, and acluſory dream- 
!18; 2$too many ungodly Students will 
find ro their colt when 1t 1s too late 
Therefore 2 found Judgement and 
Holy will, by right intention of the 
end. and true diſcerning the aptitude. 
at meas, mait reioive this caſe, and 
molt 


mm 


molt of ſuch caſes through all our 
lives. Happy is he that is Wiſe in 
things ſpiritual and of everlaſting con- 
ſequence to God, and to Salvation, 
though th: World ſhould deride him 
as unlcarned or a fool. And woe to 
him that is honoured for wit and po- 
licy, for many Languages and a rolling 
Tongue, for the prudence of Achitophet, 
or the Learning of Ariſtotle, and hath 
not Wiſdom to live to God, to reſiſt 
temptation, to eſcape damning fin, and 
to ſave his Soul: It will do him no. 


ed up for a Learned, or Wile or Re- 
verend man on carth, than it will do 


in Purple and Silk, and fared ſump- 


| tuouſly every day, and bad his Porti- 
| on and good things where Lazarus had 
Sorrow and Contempt. More than one. 
| of the moſt famous Schollars, have at 


laſt crycd out, that All Learning is 
Vanity, {ave the Knowledge of God 
1n Chriſt, our duties, and our ſpiritual 
and endleſs benefits and hopes. 
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I have told you of many cvils that 
come by the preference of vanecellary or 
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more good in Heil, that he was cry-- 


to Dives, ( Litk, 16.) that he was cloath-. 


leſs, 


| 
| 
| 
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I:G re ceſlary things s, but one remain- 
eth to be noted, which the Text cx- 
preſſeth in Aartha's inſtance: while ſhe 
15. over-caretul and troubied about ma- 
ny things, which were then leis neceſ- 
ſary, ſhe thinks her Siſter ſhould have 
been of the ſame mind, and done as ſhe 
did, and. grudgeth «t her and accuſeth 
her to Chrilt, a5 if Mary's work jad 
been leſs necellary than hers: which 
ſheweth us, 


Obſerv. That they that cnoofe unneeeſ- 
ſary or leſs ncceſſa iy employments, are apt 
e9 aeccamit Religious excreijes leſs uceſſary, 
and to fu thoſe that chooſe them. 


The wrong cenſuring of Alary's 


choice and work, was as much of 


Aſnriha's tanlkt as her own worlt choice 
nd nccdleſs troubic. Thoſe that fin 
ag ai: '/r KK 6w% race, and confeſs that they 


do ill, are often - defirons- that”: theit 1 


Children znd Friends ſhould do bettcr : 
Bat they that think their Sz 1s their 
Dry, will cenſure* thoſe that fin not 
with them; as it jt were Sin to fear 


Sin and avoid 1t. And no woudcr : | 


For, 1. That wich 1s rrue t9 one, Is 
ru 


þ 
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true to another; and that which is be/# 
to One, RS A COM alt! A 1s beff to 4n0ther : 
and 1t 1s natural to us to delire tha 
our Friends ſhon!d know what we kzow., 
and cvooſe that common good which 
we chooſe, and avoid the errour, Sin 
and Miſery which we avoid : Our Love 
to Truth 2nd goodnels will make us 
deſire that they may be common: And 
our Love to om Fricids will make us 
deſire that they may be hapry by choo- 


ſing what is beſt: And the Love of 


orr ſelves maketh men delire that o- 
thers may be of rthcir Mind and way: 
As God firſt /overh himfelf, ard next 
that which is moſt like himſelf, fo na- 
turally doth a ſeifniſh man: Though a: 
Loly nan iS ſuc firſt loveth C od, and 
tnen that which is likcſt God; yet when 
he crreth, hc thinketh that to be like 


God which 1s zo0t. Ard then even the: 


Love of God alio will be abuſed to 
the promoting of errour, and the an- 


gry cenſuing of Truth and Duty.. 


No doubt bat Aartha's Love to Chriſt 


himfelf was abuſed by her errour, to- 


cenſure her Silter that did not fſcrve 
him in the way that ſhe thought then 
NnvIL neccllary. 

I. Anl 


g 
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"2. And when ſeveral things are cox- 


the one, mult needs cauſe the under- 
valuing arcd rejefting of the other; the 
weighing down of one cnd of the bal- 
lance will liit up the other : As all men 
that are earthly minded are ſo much the 
leſs ſpirttaal and heavenly, 3nd he tha 
F loveth the world hath the /e/s love to 
God, ſo they that over-value annece/- 
t ſary things, will naturally grow into- a 
| greater. diſcſteem of things truly xece/- 
W [ary ; contrary things cannot be both at 
Wy once preferred ( in the ſame reſpect ) 


7 |1J4 
\ 
: 
| 
: 
: 
: 


W when zanccefſary things ſeem mreceſſary, 
W inconſiſtent mccefſary things will ſeem wa 
mL weceſſry. 
= All this we ſce verihed conltantly in 
our experzerce, 1n mens judging both for 
W themſelves and others. 
F - 1. Mark any that grow more in loving 
{and caring for VUmnicce ary, Worldly, Fleſi- 
| ly things, and you [hall find that they 
f grow more indifferent to Prayer, and 
W to all holy exerciſes that employ the 
We mind ; a tle -of this will ſerve their 
WE turns: Mari them that over-mind their 
a 0rn:2mnts, their Convemencics, their Ap- 
nn petires or their Worldly gain, and you 


| + ſhall 
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ſhall ſee how heartleſs and dead they 
| grow towards God, and Holineſs, and 
Heaven ; when ſhadows ſcem {1 bſtances, 
the ſubſtance gocth but for a ſhadow : 
A little of God will icrve them, when 
a little of the World will not ſerve 
them ; and ſpiritual things loſe all their 
ſweetnels, when fleſhly Pleaſures and 
Hopes grow too {wect 

2. And you ſhall ſee that ſuch Per- 
ſons do judge accordingly of others : 
Their love of Vanity maketh ſerious 
Religion ſeem a vanity to them : When 
they 2re over cager for the Fleſh or 
World, they judge Gods Servants to. 
be over earneſt in Religion 3; when we 
wonder what they can find in an emP- 
ty world to take up all their thoughts 
and hearts, their talk, labour and time, 
they wonder what we find in Religion 
to take up ours ; as we ſay to them, 
what needs all this adoe for Yanity ? 
cannot you have Food and a Grave 
without this over-much care aud tron- 
ble : ! ſo they tay y tO us, { What needs all 
this adoe 1n Religion, canior a man be Javed 
without fo much wiolence and ſtir ? 1s God 
fo ill natured that no leſs will pleaſe him ? 
Thus God mult be thought to be like 
them, 
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tnem, P/:1. 50. and to leave his holineſs 
when they leave theirs, (or never nad it ) 
and to- crow indifferent and reconciicable 
to ſin when once they love it. 

And whcn ferions Godlinel(s is thus 
rejected by, themielves, it firſt ſeemerh 
in others ro be but a zeealeſs honeſt Su- 
perftirion, the eftect of a weak Judgment, 
and a timeroas and tremvling heart ; 
and afterward they grow on to call it 
foolibneſs, and cntitle it as Chriſt did 
Martha's Caſe. A care and tro:hle about 
many una:ceſſary GH: IS: - And from thence 
many grow to think it evil; and from 
thence to think it the off inſs ferable evil, 
and to take ſerious Conſcience of our du- 
ty to God to be the greateſt rebel ag-in{t 
Kings, and th2 gr catelt rroabler of the 
Land, the oreatelt "Schiſmg ict, and the 
moſt danzerouns Emery, end molt intol- 
lerable Plazue 3 and fo they proceed to 

elliſh ma!r2riry and cruel Perſecution : 
This is the natu:3l Progreſs of over-va- 
luing and over-minding xecdleſs things. 

2. ' And alas, not only the hi: tory of 
thirteen h andred years, but the notice 
of our own age hath toid us, that even 
in the Churches the /zme Carjſe hath 
produced the ſame Efrctt, when many 
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needleſs and troxbleſame things are over- 
valied and thought neceſſary : ; Mary 1s 
accuſed, and her hearing ſo mnch Preach- 
inz, is taken for the <ffe&t of Idleneſs 
or itching Ears : In the Church of Roe 
where things firlt called s indijerent have 
been preferred, r7770 Know leddre, explicite 

Faith, ſpiritual Worſhip, and a boly Life, 
are taken to be nccefſs: 'y only to ſore 


few Votaries, or S-:ints that axe to be 


Canonized as vor. ders; ard not. to all 
that will be feved; and a maſs of Cz- 
remonics hath ſhut ont moſtly fſerio1s 
Preaching, Praying and Holy Living ; 
their Trec beareth ſometimes only 
Leaves, and at other times the Pricks 
of Thorns and Thiltles. Im-gcs pre- 
tended to be for the honour of depart- 
ed Saints, are cheriſhed where Saints 
and fanGtiry are hated; as their Fore- 
fathers the Fharijees, ;, Mat. 23. They build 
the Seprlcners of the Prophets and 1ts hte o- 
0/15 Hien, MW 1d x Aural thoſe that nm 
thered them, and keep holy-4ayes In ho- 
nour of them, and go on implacab) ly tO 
lill thoſe that imitate them, 'and to do as 
their Forefathers did that Perlecuted 
them. Ceremony is become the S:5/iz:ce 
of too many mens Religion, and 
Tinage 
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Image and Shadow of Faith and Godli- [then 
neſs, Juſtice and Charity hath taken [date 
place of Life 2nd $»b/?:xce. Too ma- {ro0d. 
ny Churches are filled with Statnes and Hate 
Carkaſſes inſtead of real Saints : The [of C 
Shell which is but to keep the Kernel, fer. 
is valued 1n its ſtead, and the Kernel [ard 
calt away inſtead of the Shell. The Jon: 
Lerter which is for the ſ#-7ijication of Jtha! 
-the ſenc?, is firſt taken up as @ozb |$Scr 
without it, and then turned as an enenty | Lit 
azainſt 1: ; and the oft repeited names and 
of Jeſs, and Afary, and Saints are uſed, [tor 
frſt inſtead of holy love to Jeſus and |to 
Saints, and then to cheriſh a malignant | lig 
murderous hatred of them that are |in 
Saints indeed within their reach. It [bm 
was St. Dominick, and ſuch other of | did 
their holy men, that promoted the Jto 
murder of real Saints, even of many Fr, 
thouſands, if not hundred thouſands ; Jin 
Do but call them Fererrchs, Haldenfes, | Ov: 
Albigenſes, Luther:mns, Zuinglians, Calyi- [Po 
mts, Hugonots, Bioots, Lollards, Whigs, | Pl 
Puritans, and then Conſcience is as looſe Fo 
and free to hate, revile, impriſon, fi- | Mm: 
lence or murder them, as if they were |. 
ſo many Robbers or Rebels, or as bad | Bl 
as their Accuſers and Perſecutors feizgn | an 

them. 
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them. Parl doth foretell that in the laſt 
daies ſome ſhall be haters of thoſe that are 
90d, and Sao, Devils, which we tranſ- 
late falſe Accuſcrs, and yet have a form 
of Goddineſs, while they deny the Pow: 
cr. Diaboliſm begins in falſe Arcu,ation, 
id proceedeth to the crueleſt Per ſecuti- 
on; what on carth can be lIiker a Devil, 
than firſt to Print ſuch horrid lies of the 
Servants of Chriſt, as they have done of 
Luther, Zunnglizt, 'B: cer, Ty lovin, — 
:nd the reformed Churches, and then to 
torture aid burn ſuch as Hereticks, ard 
to make it a Law and part of their Re- 
ligion to compell Princes to do the ixe 
in all generations to come, and even to 
burn the Boncs of the Dead, as they 
| did by Bucer, Phazius and Wickiif ;, yea, 
to murder them by thouſands, 23 in 
France, and by hundred thouſands, as 
in Ireland : ; and all. this began with the 
overvaluing wanccefſary things, worldly 
Pomp, and Power, and Wealth, and 
Plealure, and Images, Ceremonies ard 
Formalites ? What dreadful work was 
made about Images, againſt the Ealt- 
ern Emperours! how many Councils of 
Biſhops were the Authors of Schiſm 


and Rebelkon for them ! and at lait 
for 


— 


% 
ET 


—— — —— 


- _ 


—— 


en I. —— — — 
_ CL ———_—_ —I___——— DT OS A Oo.” OOO” —_— 


— —— 
= 


68 The One Thing Neceſſary, or, 


for them did the Pope. rebclliouſly cal 
oft his Sovercign, and cut off the We 
Rern Empire from him, and give | 
(as if it had been his own) to th 
Frencn : To this day, do bnt ſpeak + 
gainit their 4cried HFaſcr, or by Mak 
of Ceremonies, or their adoring Imx 
ges, or their fails Doctrine, or their 


Papal or Pre:aticasl Tyranny and Uſur 


pation, and you preſently d2iorve td 


be painted with the Picture oi Devils ; 


and after the torment or the Inquili 
tion to be Curied from Ciriit, and 
Burned to Aſhes : and all this as for 
Chriſt, the Cþarch and Faith. 

And the Ger/nen #1671 told the World 
whither the overv2;ving of things called 
1:di; erent doth tend, when the Chnrch- 
cs were Ceſcricd, the Miniitcrs ftienced 
<rd perſecuted, ard ſadly divided among 
themſclves, and the Reformation almoſt 
overthrown ; and ali becauie the Paitors 
refuſed to conform to a Book compiled 
by the Emperour's Command, by a iew 


ſelf-conceited Biſtops, pretending to be 


moderate Reconcilers, o»truding, civers 
of the Romijſh Formalities as the m2e4ns ol 
the Peace and Concord of the Chnrches. 
It would grieve ones Heart to read og 

,0N- 
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|Confulions this impoſed Book, called the 
1ntert;;r, did caule. 

But alas, hey are not the only Inſtan- 
1ces of the calamitous Effects of the over- 
[valuingand obtruding unnecellary things. 
As the Rimes of Troy long told Spectators 


& | what a War for one Helen, a beautiful 
"11 W hore did coſt that part of the World, 


(which became the Subjects of the famous 
Pocms of divers Ages; ) even ſo the Ru- 


| ines of the Eaſtern Chnryches, ſomerime 


the mcſt great and famo!s in the Worid, 
and now the Habitation of Owis and Ser- 
pegs, deinded 24-9:1e14ns, with ſome 
1Znorant, ſad, opprefi2d Chriſtians, pro- 
claim to all that read, hear, or ſce rhem, 
what are the fruits of ſtriving av0nt unne- 
ceſſary things, even abou; wyoridly Pre- 
eminence and Wealth; which Parriark 
ſhould be greateſt, and which Bithop 
ſhonid {tt highelt, 2vd fo firft, and have 
his Wul, and paſs for the moſt Ortho- 
dox, cr have moit Followers; and a- 
' bout embignous words, who 1t was that 
Ipake wiſzlyeſt, and who ſhonld make 
the worgs of other Mens Creeds end Pro- 
feſons ; ( for the Trade of making Lit- 
twoics which whole Nattons or Provinces 
m4, be conined to, was not {et up til 
after 


70 The One Thing Neceſſary, or, 
after that of making Creeds:) In a word, 
Church-Wars; 1. About the 7uriſdiftion 


—_ 


of Prelates ; eſpecially, whether Kone or] 


Conſtantinople ſhould be the Chief ; 2. And 
about hard and doubtful words 3, And 
about mages and Ceremonies ; have laid 


Eaſt and Wejt in the Condition of Apoſta. 


fie, Deſolation, Shame and Slavery, in 
which with Amazement we ſce them at 
this day. | 
And what are all the religions Wars, | 
Murthers and Cruelties exerciſed for, by 
the Papal Party,bnt that one Prelare and bs | 
Confederates may be the Aſz/iers of all the 
Chritian World, and may have their Wills 
in all relzgiozs Matters diretly, and in all 
Civil Matters in order to the Religious; and 
that all their Laws may be obeyed, their 
Formalitics uſed, and their Words believed? | 
Killing, burning, tormenting, confoun- 
ding, feem not too dear to accompliſh 


py —___—_— 


this. Behold how great a matter a little 


Fire kindlerh ! Who would think, that 
never before {aw it, that a little Gun- 
powder fnonid blow up Houſes, as K 
doth ? And who woald have thought 
that ſo many Churches, Kingdoms, Lives 
and Souls ſhould have been blown up, 
or ruined, as they have bcen, for the 

un- 
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unneceſſary Domination, Wealth, For- 
malities and Ceremonies of the Cler- 


I have often, too often heard Preach- 
ers themſelves, inſtead of a Sermon, pour 
out Scores againſt thoſe that preached 
and lived more ſerioully, ſtriftly and 
holily than themſelves: And I have too 
oft heard the Common Rabble revile thern 
that were moſt careful and diligent for 
Salvation, as 2 company of Precitians, 
Puritans and Hypocrites : And | have 
thought with my ſelf ; Have theſe Men 
found better and greater tnings to lay out 
their own Care, Time and Labour for ? 
And alas, I perceived that inſtead of 
God, and Chriſt, and Holineſs, and Hea- 
ven, they had nothing to take them up, 
but Vanity and Vexation ; their Belles, 
and their Purſes, and their Walls, and 
their Titles, and their Pride, and Luft, 
and ſelfiſh Wills ; and are theſe more ne- 
cellzry than Mary's Choice ? Mark what 
thoſe Perſons are /azins and doins every 
day, who think Serious Goalmeſs to be 
over-doing ; and you ſhall ice, that inſtead 
ot it, ſome are doing nothins, and {ome 
worle than n9thirg; walting their ſhort 
time, deceiving and deſtroying them- 
letyes and others. And 
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And indeed it 1s not poſſible that any 
one that. is a ſerions Chriſtian himſelf, 
and hath trycd truly a holy Life, {ho 1d 
'think it needleis, or mike it a maticr of 
Reproach to others. But we grant, that 
particulzr Duyes may be ni iſplaced, and 
Prudence is neceſſary to know their time, 
ard lenoti;,and manner ; andit's pollible, 
botlythzt a /Zzry may ſometime here im- 
pridently ofer-do, and thit a Afartha 
may by miſtake bo quarreiſome, and 
accuſe the Innocent, tiiat yet is not 


2gainit fcrious Piety it ſv1f, Thcrefore 


I think mcet. to annex theie two Cauti- 
ons to the Hearers in this Cale. 
I. Do not preſently take your ſelves 


to be truly godly, bccaute foruc others | 


accuſe you of over-doing, or of being 
religious over-much. Every one 15 not 
a Saint that is derided for Sandtity ; 
every. one doth not ſincerely prezch, 
hear, Pray, Or practitie, that 1s derided 
for theſe things : If you have no better 
Evidence of Gr. ice, than = t {ome call 


you Paritans, /--wog=S * ſu j lire, 
It vill be an infullicio x Evidence . Bud 
Men wiil deride thoſ: 1at "ſeem holy, 
though they are noi Do. . And good 


Aen in their fau'ry ks may 
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misjudge of the Circumſtances of your 


| Duty, and unjuſtly blame you, ' and yet 


you may not be ſincere in the main. 
3. And you may attually miſtake 1n Ctr- 
enmſtances your ſelves, and deſerve the 
blame that is caſt upon ygu. The Pha- 
riſees were over-ſtritt for the Sabbath, 


and in avoiding Publicans and Sinners, 


and thought Chriſt too looſe : Fudas 
pretendeth more Charity to the Poor 
than Chriſt had. That 1s not righteſt 
which ſeemeth ſtricteſt, but that which 
is moſt agreeable to the Law of God. 
Though ſome miſapply Solomon's words, 
Eccleſ. 7.16. Be not righteous over-much, 
neither make thy ſelf over-wiſe; as if it had 
been written againſt ſerious diligent 
Obedience to God, and true proper 


Righteouſneſs and Wiſdom ;, yet we muſt 
know, that it was written by the Holy 


Ghoſt, and not in vain. A Phariſaical 
Superllitious ſort of Religion, and Ob- 
ſervation of vain Traditions, and a zcal- 
ons Strifineſs which God never command- 
ed, 18 a Righteouſneſs equivocally ſo cail- 
ed, and it 1s ozer-mach : Such is much 
of the Popiſh Righteouſneſs, and ſuch 
1s the affected Auſterity of ſeveral Sects, 
old and new. Touch not, Taſte not, Han- 

ale 
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ale not, are oft a humane counterfeit 
Righteouſneſs, which God doth neither 
require, nor accept. As God liketh not 
a Popiſh Charity, that killech or tormenteth 
Men in love to God and Religion; ſo nei- 
ther doth he like thoſe Super/tizzous Au- 
Ferities which deſtroy our own Bodies, 
and diſable us from chearful Thankful- 
neſs and Obedience ; which maketh So- 
lomen fay, Why ſhould# thou be deſolate, 
(or deftroy thy ſelf ?) That is good which 
is fitted to do good. All Grace and Du- 
ty is for Edification. 

IT. And as every one is not rruly 
Godly who is derided as Godly by the 
prophane, or blamed for ſome ſuper- 
ſtitious ſtriftneſs, ſo you muſt not take 
every one for maliznant or ungodly, who 
ſpeaketh againſt ſuch ſtriftneſs, as either 
is real ſuperſtition, or ſeemeth ſo or 
worſe to him. 

For, 1. If you are guilty of ſuperſti- 
tion, it is a friendly office to ſhew 
you your miſtake: 2. And if you are 
in the rizht, and another that 1s in the 
wrong miſaccuſeth you, in many Caſes 
his errour may itand with Love to 
Truth and Holineſs in the main: Every 
ence is not ungodly who miſreproach 
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us with the Anabapriſts for Baptizing 
' Infants: Or with the Antinomians as 
ſetting up the abrogared Law; and fo 
of many others. As men differ in 
Judgment about Gods Law, they will 
accuſe each others differing Practice 
But oppoſing Serious Godlineſs as ſuch, is 
another thing. 

And indeed it is uſual with malig- 
nant enemies of a holy Life, to make 
themſelves a Keligion of Formalities, 
and Imavery and ſhadows, to quiet their 
Conſciences while they reſiſt the Truth, 
. that it may not ſeem to be an at&t of 
impiety and malignity which they do, 
but an oppoſition to the faults of 
others. 

But thz Uſe which you ſhould make 
of this Leſſon, is this: Take heed leſt 
you be tempted to an over-valuing of 
any unneceſſary or leſs needful things, 
whether ir be Wealth, and Honour and 
Fleſhly Intereſt ; or elſe any formali- 
ties, or things indifferent about Reli- 
gion, leſt before you are aware ( as 
Imagery ſtole away the Hearts of the 
old Idolaters from God, ſo) theſe 
ſhould ſecretly conſume your holy zeal, 
and turn your Hearts from the Life 
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and ſerious exerciſe of Religion, and 
worſhipping God in Spirit and Truth ; 
and afterwards draw you to condemn 
that zeal and diligence in others which 
you want your ſelves. We have Bo- 
dies as well as Souls, and muſt have 
a juſt regard to bodily neceſlaries; and 
a care that our Bodies do their duty : 
But let the Body and it's Intereſt keep 
their place : Remember how far it 1s 
below the Soul, and uſe it, and all 
it's intereſts accordingly. The leaſt 
things that are good are not to be dc- 
ſpiſed: But alas what work is made by 
preferring little things! The Traditions of 
their Fathers, their Tithing Afr and 
Anne, their Waſinge, their bzilding the 
Sepulchers of the Prophets, their Nomina- 
tion, Pomp and Ceremonies, did paſs 
with the Phari/ces initead of the great 
things of the Law, and Sacrifice went 
before 2ercy, Truth and Judgment ; 
yea and became a Cloak for devour- 
ing Widows houſes, and for Perſecu- 
ting and Silencing the Preachers of 
the Goſpel, and for Slandering and 

Murdering Chriſt himſe]f. 
What Ruins this hath made in 
Souls, Churches and Kingdoms, I _ 
alrea- 
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already told you: Know therefore 
wherein Gods Kingdom doth confiſt, * 
Rom. 14. 17, 18. And what and whom 
God bindeth you to approve, and learn 
what this meancth, I will have Mercy 
and not Sacrifice, that you may not de- 
ceive your ſelves or condemn the 
guiltleſs, Even Martha will murmur at 
her dear Siſter and accuſe her, if ſhe be 
her ſelf but tainted with this il] diſeaſe. 
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But whoſe part doth Chriſt take, 
and which of them doth he juſti- 
he? The Defendant Mary, and that 
1. With a Compaſſionate reproof of Mar- 
tha, 2. With the Reaſon of Mary's 
Juſtification, 3. And with a Sentence of | 
Blcſſins added t9 her defence : Whence 
we learn, 


Dot. 2. Th. when niſer Chriſtians 
and thetr better Choice and work, are ac- 
ciſed by them that preferred leſs needful 
things, Chrijl will be the Advocate and 
Judge, and will defend and juſtifie the 
wrongfully accxſed. He will in this Caſe 
take the accuſed's part. 

3 Mar - 
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Martha accuſeth her Siſter to Chriſt, 
ſhe expecteth that he ſhould blame | 
her as negleCting her duty, and leaving 
all the trouble and care on Martha: 
But Chriſt doth not anſwer her Ex- 
peCctation, but juſtifieth the Wiſe and 
Innocent. 


Reaſ. 1. For it is his Office to be 
both the Advockte-and the Judge: And 
 Hewill do it in perfeftion, without er- 
rour .or injuſtice. He well knoweth 
who is in the right, and none can 
deceive him by falſe Accuſations or 
falſe Witneſſes. | 

2. He Is ſo nearly related and deep- 
Iy obliged to defend the Innocent or 
Juſt, that he will never fail them, 
They are his Members, and his Love 
engageth him: He ſpared not his Life 
and Blood for them, and will he not 
ſpeak_for them? They are his purchaſe, 
and tereſt, his peculiar redeemed ones, 
and will he forſake his Intereſt, and bis 
Onn ! 
| 3+ Indeed in plaiv Fuſtice he is bound 
to juſtifie them againſt ſuch injurious 


Accuſations: For it is he that — 
Ef 03 
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eth them to do what they are accuſed 
of: It is for obeying him: If it were a 
t, | : 
ne | #t, it would be his that bid them do 
g | It. Nay how much hath he done to- 
| bring his Servants to that Holy Choice 
| and Faithful Duty, which in the world 
they are commonly accuſed for! Alas 
we were not forward to it of our 
ſelves. It was 0: we that made the | 
Law, which ſo ſtrictly forbiddeth Sin, Wj 
and commandeth Duty : The Bible is | 
not of our making: It 1s nor we that | 
made the Law, to Love God with all 
our Heart, and Soul, and mizht, and our 
| MNeivbbour as our ſelves; not to taks his 
Name in Vain, to worſhp God in Spirit 
and in Truth, &c. And It was a bigh- 
er cauſe. than our own power, which 
taught us and inclined our Hearts to: | 
obey theſe: Many a Meſſage did Chriſt 
ſend us, by his Bible, Miniilers and % 
Spirit, before we were heartily drawn I 
| to yield: Many a daies Patience did | 
) he uſe, and many a threatning to drive 
us to it, and many a Mercy and. Pro- 
miſe to draw us, and many a Book 
and Teacher to Inſtru@t us, yea and 
many an. Affliction to Correct us; And 
| will he not juſtifie us for that. which | 
E- 4 ke 
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he ſo earneſtly commandeth ns, and 
with ſo much ado doth bring us to o- 
bey? Did hecome into the world, and 
live and dye, to ſave his People from 
their Sins, and purifie to himſelf a 
peculiar People zealous of good Works, 
(Ti. 2. 14.) and will he forſake them 
when they are accuſed for obeying 
him? Where ſhall we meet with a 
man of any common honeſty, that 
would do thus by his pooreſt Servant ? 


And ſhall not the Judge of all the 


Earth do righteouſly. For onr parts, 
if we are accuſed for Serious Piety, 


Wy. or any duty which Chriſt commandeth 


us, it is his command that was our 
reaſon and obligation, and which we 
have to alledge for our defence, If 
that have not Awbority and Truth 
enough to juſtifie us, we have no 0- 
ther Juſtification. Indeed Chriſt ſhould 


forſake himſelf it he thus deſerted us: - 


He ſhould take the blame upon his 
own Laws, yea and on all the works 
of his Grace and Spirit, end all that 
he hath done to bring us to that which 
the world and our {fleſh was fo much 

againſt. 
4. He defendeth his Diſciples Ry 
the 
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the Phariſees Accuſations on Earth, and 
will he afterward forſake them ? 

5- He hath appointed the great day 
to judge the World in Righteouſneſs, . 
even the ſecrets of men, and to bring 
all things open into the manifeſting 
light, even all Truth. and Falſhood, 
and all the hidden works of Dark- 
neſs: Therefore undoubtedly all Truth, 
all Righteouſneſs, and all that is of 
God, ſhall be fully Juſtified, and Gods 
Truth in all, when falſe Accuſers ſhall 
be all found Lyars. 


— mmmm—_—_ 


Uſe. This being then ſo plain and 
ſure, I would commend the Conlidera- 
tion of it to ſeveral Sorts, and in ſeve- 
ral Inſtances. I. To the Accuſers of the 
Godly for their Duty to God. II. To: 
the Accuſed. III. To thoſe that are yet 
in doubt what Cauſe to chooſe. 


—— — —_— 
_—  _—_ | — — 


I. The unjuſt Accuſers of Jult Men 

are of divers degrees or ſorts. 
1. Some there be that only accuſe 
F'5 them + 
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them in their Thoughts, and take them 
to be guilty when they are not. 

2. Others go further, and too caſ6- 
ly believe falſe Reports from others ; and 
then think that they are allowed to tell 
what they have heard, -and ſo to vend 
fuch falſe Reports. And if they can but 
ſay, cither that it was a great Man, or 
a Learned Man, or a Mimſter, or a Reli- 
gious Man that faid it, they think that 
their Calumny or Back-biting is no Sin : 
But much more, if mary ſuch report it ; 
and yet more, if they heard none con- 
tradict it. ; 

3- Others there be, that becauſe it 
ſerveth their Intereſt or Deſign, or plea- 
ſeth their malignant Minds, do make 
it part of cheir buſineſs purpoſely to car- 
ry about ſuch Reports, and perſwade 
as many as they can to believe them, 
and plead down thoſe that contradict 
_ them. 

4. Others go further, and arc the firſt 
Devilers, or the malicious Increaſers of 
the flanderous Reports themſelves ; not 
only ihe Spreaders or Carryers, but 
the Fathers of the Lies which they ſend 
about by others. 

5. Yet ſome go further, and fſfudi- 

ouliy 
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ouſly and maliciouſly publiſh them in Pul- 
pits, or in Print, to draw the World and: 
Poſterity to believe them ; yea and this 
as for God, and as for the Church and 
Truth; as if it were but the detecting 
of Hereſies or Lies, or dangerous Faults 
or Practices of others. 

6. And yet further, ſome in moſt 
Apes and Countries, in Offices and pla- 
ces of Judicature, who. ſhould be the 
Pillars of Juſtice ; do paſs falſe Senten- |} 
ces againſt the Juſt, and pronounce them: . | 
ovilty, and perſecute and oppreſs them 

y their unrighteous Puniſhments. 

7. And yet worſe ; ſome ſlander not F} 
only the Perſons, but the Cauſe of | 
Truth, Piety, and Righteouſneſs it ſelf, 
and make falſe Laws and Canons, calling 4 
good evil, and decreeing the common. 
ſlandering of the Truth, and the puniſh- F 
ing of the Innocent, becauſe they will not- {: 


break the Laws of God, and pleaſe proud: 1 


miſtaking Men before him. | 

To all theſe Sorts of Accuſers of the- F 
Jaſt, I wonld give ( would they hear }F 
me) this following Advice. (4, 

r. | adviſe you to ſtay, and think. þi 
well of the matter; and be ſure that } 
you have throughly tryed it, before 


yours Þi 
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| you venture to paſs your Judgment, 
It 1s not ſo ſmall a matter as you think 
to wrong the Juſt, and ſay, I was miſ- 
taken. And eſpecially will you be firſt 
{ure what fide Chriſt will take, and 
whether he will be of the Accuſer's mind. 
And Chriſt hath ſo fully told us his 
f mind already in his Word, that we may 
j  certalnly ftoreknow what Judgment he 
' W1ll pals. 
1. Do you accuſe Men for pretendin 
_ to the Spirit, and to be holy? Why Chril 
hatb ſaid, that, Excepr 4 man be born of 
Water, and the Spirit, he cannot enter in- 
ro-the Kingdom of Heaven, Joh. 3.6. And, 
Without Holineſs none ſhall fee God, Heb. 
12. 14. And, If ary man have not the 
! Spirit of Chrift, the ſame is none of his, 
' Rom. dS. 9. 
* 2. Do you accuſe godly Men for Si- 
 pularity, 2nd for differing from others in 
| their Keliotons Diligence and Zeal ? If they 
differ irom the Common Faith of Chrt- 
Fans, or ſingle the:-ſelves from the 
Communion of Saints, or from the Love 
and Concord of Believers ; Chriſt will 
not juaftife them in this: For he hath 
faid ; A nan that 1s an Heretith after the 
| {irit and ſecond Adnonion, avoid, Tit. 3, 
; 10, And, 
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to. And, By this ſhall all men know that 
you are my Diſciples, if ye have Love one þ 
to another, Joh. 13. 34, 35- And, Mark, | 
thoſe that cauſe Diviſions and off ences contrary $ 
to the Doflrine which ye have learned, and | 
avoid them, Rom. 16. 17. 

But if it be differing from Unbeliev- 
ers, or ungodly Men, or formal Hypo- 
crites, by a holy Reſolution to live whol- 
ly to God, and obey his Laws, whoe- 
ver be againſt it ; if this be the Simgu- 
larity you mean, Chriſt 1s engaged to 
bear them out : For it 1s he that hath 
commanded this, and ſaid; Ye are my 
Friends, if ye do whatſoever I command 
you, Joh. 15. 14. If ye keep my Command- 
ments, ye ſhall abide in my Love, V. 10, 
Except your Righteouſneſs exceed the Righ- 
reouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye 
ſhall in no caſe enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, Mat. 5. 20. Mat. 5. 47. What 
do you more tran oihers? He purifieth to 
humſelf a pec::ltar People, zealous of good 
- works, Tit, 2.14. Lot differed from So- 
aom, and Noa! differed trom all the 
old World. The wiſe differ from the 
fooliſh, and the righteous from the wic- 
ked ; or clle there would not be here- 
after 1o great a difference as of Heaven 

and 


" 86 The One Thing Neceſſary, or, 
E and Hell. What is a Phyſician good for, 
" if he make not his Patients to differ from 
' the ſick ? And what came Chriſt to 
do, or how is he a Saviour, if he make 
not his Diſciples differ from the ungod- 
ly World? Even a Philoſopher would 
not ſet up a School, but to make his 
Scholars to differ from the unlearned. 
3. Is it for ſo mnch Preaching and 
Hearing, that you accuſe Men ? It is 
—_— indeed to do a Duty wnſeaſona- 
ly, and to over-do in one thing, when 
it cauſeth the Omiſſion of other Duties. 
But certainly Chriſt that ſo itriftly com- 
mandeth his Miniſters to Preach, and 
as they love him, to feed his Flock,, will 
juſtifie them for ſo doing. How ſhall they 
believe without a Preacher ? and how ſhall 
they preach unleſs they are ſent ? Rom. 10. 
And he that faid, He that heareth you, 
heareth mc, and that here juſtifileth Ma- 
ry's Hearing, will juſtihe all others in 
the like caſe : For he hath bid us (by 
Solomon) to get Wiſdom as the principal 
thing, Prov. 4-5, 7. {o incline the Ear, 
and apply tne Feart to it ;, to cry after 
Knowledge, and lift xp the voice for Vn- 
derjtanding , to feck, her as Siljzer, and 
ſearch for her as for hidden Treaſure. 
Prov, 
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Prov. 22. 3, 4. Hear Infiruttion, and be 
wiſe, and refuſe it not. Bleſſed is the man 


that heareth me, watching daily at my Gates, 


waiting at the Poſts of my Doors. For who- 
ſo findeth me findeth Life, and ſhall obtain 


favour of the Lord; Prov. 8. 33, 344, 


35» 36+ : 
4. Is it for much Praying that you 


accuſe Men ? Why Chritt bid his Diſ- 
ciples Pray alwayes, and not faint, Luk. 
18. 1,2. And, Pray continually, 1 Thel. 
17. 

; 5. Is it for ſo much a-do in their 
Families, in the Religious Education of 
their Children, and reading the Scrip- 
tures, that you accuſe men? Why it 
is God that bath ſaid, Demt.6. 7, 8, g, 
10. and Demt. 11. 18, 19, 2G. Theſe 
Words which I command thee this day, 
ſhall be in thy Heart, ard thou ſhalt teach 
them dilivently ro thy Children, and ſhalt 
talk of them "when thou fureſt in thy Houſe, 
end when thou walteſt by the may, and 
when thou lye#t dorn, and when thou riſeſt 
up, &c. An Angel was ſent from Heaven 
unto Corxelius when he was faſting and 
praying in his Houſe, to liznific Gods ac- 
ceptance, and tell him further how to be 
{aved. Damcl would rather be caſt to 

Lyons, 
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{ Lyons, than forbear Praying in his g; 
| Houſe for certain dayes, when the King 

and Laws forbad him. You may ealſi- | je 
ly know then which fide Chriſt will | # 
F.- fake. F 
'l 6. Is it for ſcrupling thinos which others | R 
| ſeruplenor, and rains that for ſin, which | 
| orhers ſay is none, and. ſo not doing as | {| 
| others do, that you accuſe Men ? 

If they miſtake, and think that to be 
Sin which 1s not; Chriſt will juſtifie 
their deſire to pleaſe him, and their 
fear of fanning, but he will not juſti- 
fie their miſtake. But if it be Sin indeed, 
whatever Men call it, he will juſtifie aur 
avoiding and abhorring it. He that dy- 
ed for Sin, would not have us love it, 
nor ruQ iatc the conſuming fire from 
which he came to fave us : Ut iz a fear- 
ful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God, The Accuſer may call it Folly, 
and preciſe Scrupilofiry, But God faith 
to Man; Behold, the fear of the Lord, 
that is wiſdom, and to devart from evil | 
7s wderftinding, Job 28. 28. If we fin 
with others, we mult ſuffer with them. 

7. Bur perhaps it is for not keeping 
their Faith and Religion ro themſelves, 
vut making ſo much a-do to propa- 
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gate them, that you accuſe Men, 
Indeed Paul, ſpeaking of the know- 
ledge and belief of rhe Lawfulneſs of law- 
ful unneceſſary things, ſaith, Haſt thou 
Faith ? have it to tby ſelf before God ; 
Rom. 14.21. That 1s, enjoy thy own 
Knowledge and Liberty, but uſe it not 
ſo as to tempt. and ruine others. But 
ſurely it is Chriſt that hath ſaid 3 Ye 
are the Liohts of the World, that mult 
not be put under a Buſhel, Mat. 5. And, 
He that gathereth not with us, ſcattereth 
abroad, Mat. 12. 30. And, Whoever ſhall 
confeſs me before men, him will I confeſs 
fd my Father, &c. Mat. 10. 32. And, 
With the Heart Man believeth unto Righ- 
teonſneſs, and with the Mouth Confeſſion 


| is made unto Salvation, Rom. 10. 109. We 


muſt love our Neighbours as our ſelves, 
and therefore deiire and ſeek their Sal- 
vation : He thar ſeeth his Brother have 
need, ( for his Body ) and ſhutteth up the 
Bowels of his Compaſſion from him; how 
dwelleth the Love of God in him ? much 
leſs if he have no pity for Souls. While 
we have opportunity, we mult do good 
to all men, Gal. 6. 10. The flothful Ser- 
vant that hid his Talent, 15 condemned 
to utter darkneſs, ar. 25. What do 
we 
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we in the World but to receive good 
and do good ? And how little Goodneſs 
is In that which tendeth not to men's 
Salvation ? What are we made, redeem-} , 
ed, and preſerved for, but to ſerve God, | 1 
and ſeek the good of our ſelves and| , 
' Others ? You. accuſe not men for giving} , 
Money to the poor and needy; and 1s-| þ 
not Holineſs much better ? If Money be | 
| 

Y 

\ 

| 

| 
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better than Grace, not only Simon Ma- 
gus was excuſable, but Ceſar might be 
a greater Benefaftor than Chriſt. Do 
you believe a Heaven, and do you ACc- , 
cuſe men for ſeeking to help men to at- 
tain it. Unthankful miſerable Sinners, 
that accuſe men for endeavouring to 
ſave them from Sin and endleſs Miſery! 
were they drowning, they would not | : 
accuſe men for labouring to ſave their | 
Lives. None but mad men ſtrive againſt 
thoſe that would heal or help them : But 
It is here no wonder, when the Saviour 
of the World was as madly and unthank- 
fully uſed by fuch Sinners: How can 
we expect that he will accept our help, 
who deſpiſeth or refuſeth Gods ? 

8. But perhaps It 1s their Zeal and 
Earneſtneſs in Religion that you accuſe ; 
and think that they ſhould be, as you 
call 
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call it, more moderate ; that is, indif- 
ferent and cold. 

Indeed imprudent paſſionate Raſhneſs, 
and erroneous Zeal, and faftious Vio- 
lence, which is more for Self-Intereſt 


and Self-Conceit, than for the Truth ; 


and Cauſe of Chriſt, is a thing which 
he will never juſtifie : If Fames and Fohn 
have ſuch a feaveriſh Zeal, he will tell 
them, You know not what manner of Spt- 
rit ye are of: Where an envious, {tri- 
ving, maſterly Zeal is, he tells them it 
is not from above, but the wiſdom 
which it pretendeth to is earthly, fen- 
ſual and deviliſh, tending to Confuſion 
and every evil work. Chriſt is no Pa- 
tron of Popiſh, Tyrannical, Perſecuting, 
Deſtroying, Hurtful Zeal z but ſure- 
ly he will juſtifie the Zeal of Love, 
and of good Works: Not 7ealous 
flandering, railing, and falſe cen- 
turing; but zealous Preaching, Pray- 
ing, and Praiſing God, and a zeal- 
ous Diligence in all that he command- 
eth, and a zealous care to mortifie 
fleſhly Luſts, and avoid Sin, and eſcape 
Damnation, and to glorihe God. It is 
a baſe Contempt, and diſhonouring of 
God, and Chriſt, and Holinefs, and Hea- 
ven, 
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'ven; to think or ſpeak of them, or 
ſeek them, with a cold indifferency, 
as if they were but common needleſs 
things ! 

How eagerly do worldlings ſeck the 
world, and proud men ſtrive to climbin- 
to ſome Honour, before they fall into the 
Grave and Hell! How violently do many 
earthly Rulers ſtrive to enlarge their 
Dominions and have their Wills, though 
by the ruine of Countreys, end the blood 
of many thouſand Innocents ! How 
hot are all theſe worldly men, (even 
Popes and Prelates, that ſay they be- 
lieve a better World) againſt all how 
wiſe and holy ſoever, that are againſt 
their worldly Intereſt ! How fervently 
did they cry againſt Chriſt himſelf, 
Amway with him, Crucifie him! How fu- 
riouſly did they gnaſh rheir Tecth at Ste- 
phen, and ſtone him! and cryed out a- 
gainſt Paul, Amway with ſuch a fellow 


from the Earth, it 15 not fit that he | 


ſhould live! The Devil is earneſt to de- 
{troy us : The zeal of Infidels, Papilts 
and Church-Tyrants is burning hot, 
and no reaſon, no worth or innocen- 
cy of the juſt, will ſerve to quench 
it. And 15 it only Gods ſervice and our 

Salva- 
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Salvation, that muſt be coldly mana- 
ged and ſought? Is it only that which 
weare born for, and live for, that muſt 
be thruſt behind the door, or done as 
if we did it not? Is it Heaven and 
Hell that . muſt be jeſted with? and 
Souls that muſt be ventured for a lit- 
tle wealth or luſt, or our endleſs hope 
caſt away for nothing ? Idols that have 
eyes and ſce not, deſerve no better ſer- 
vice than the Hypocrites imagery, and 
ſtage Religion: But do you think the 
God of Love and Glory can be loved, 
honoured or obeyed too much ? None 
but the Atheiſtical fool can think fo! 
How quickly, how certainly will you 
all wiſh, tht God and your Salvati- 
on had becn loved and ſought with 
all your Hearts, and Strength, and 
Time, and that he that 1s All had had 
your All, and that you had been as 
Holy as the holyeſt of Men! O Hypo- 
crites, that daily pray that Gods Name 
may be vallowed, his Kingdom come, and 
his mill done on Earth as it 1s done in 
Heaven; and yct accuſe thoſe as doing 
too Iinuch, that alas fail far ſhort of 
the lowelt of all the heavenly inhabi- 
tants |! 

| 9, But 
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9.-But ' perhaps they are accuſed for 
mot ſerving God juſt as men command 
them, and not being of the Religion of 
thoſe that are uppermoſt. | 

This hath indeed been the common 
accuſation. But 1. God 1s uppermoſt, 
and will be: Therefore they are re- 
ſolved to be as near as they can of 
his mind that is uppermoſt, and will 
prevail. 


2. Chriſt went againſt the Rulers | 


of his time: and commanded his Apo- 
ſtles ſo to do, and ſo did they, and 
ſo did the Church for three hundred 
years, and in much of the World ever 
ſince. 

3. Muſt we have as many Religions 
as Princes have ? And muſt we change 
onr Religion as oft as we change our 
Conntrey ? Muſt a man be a Heather 
under Heathens, and a Mahometan un- 
der* -Turks and Perſians? and a Papiſt 
und Papi/ts, and a Socinian under $0- 
cinians? and ſo on. If not, how ſhall 
we know which Princes Religion it 
is that we muſt be of, and which we 
muſt*- refuſe, but by the Word of 
God, which we muſt ourſelves diſcern, 


(uſing the beſt kelps of Teachers that 
WC 
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we can get?) We thank God that we 


have' Rulers that ſo far own Truth 
and Righteouſneſs as they do; but even 


1. the. Apoſtle ſaith, They were not Lords, 


nor Dominion over their Faith, but 
were their Helpers, *2 Cor. 1. 24. 1 Pet. 
F- 2, 3- As Stewards of the myſteries of 
God. 

4+ Why do you honour the Martyrs, 
and keep Holy-daies in remembrance of 


- their ſufferings, who ayed rather than 


they would man apainit God, if you 
think we muſt alwaies be of the Rulers 
Religion? Did the three Witneſles ſo ? 
Dan. 3. or Daniel himſelf ? c.6. The com- 
mon caſe 'is much like Damels, Dan. 6. 
5. [We ſhall not find any occaſion again#t 
this Damel, except we find it avainit him 
concerning the Law of his God ]; Which 
they aid, for Praying when the- Law 
forbad him. They could find no fault 
with Chriſt and his Apoſtles, but for 
not obſeryinz their Traditions, -and 
for worſhipping God contrary to the 
Law, and domino contrary to the decrees 
of Ceſar, At. 18. 13. & 17. $5. Mat. 
15. Gods Law is perfett; Mens: are not 
ſo: Though we cannot our ſelves atr- 
tain perfettios in underſtanding or pra- 
; ctice 
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Etice, yet we will chooſe and ſet before 
us a perfect Rule, even the perfet Law 
_ of the perfeft Ruler of the World. 
If we minit be all of the Princes or 
States Religion, where one Countrey 


hath the true Religion, many will have Þ 


a falſe one: And when we are right 


in one point, we may be wrong in 2no- 


ther, our Copy being ſo. 


10. But perhaps it is Errour, Sin, Se- 


ation, Seits, Schiſm, Scandal, that you 
accuſe Men of : It that be ir, if you do 
it truly, and do not tlander them ; 
certainly Chriſt will not juſtite them 
in theſe. 

1. If you accuſe them falſly, he will 
juitite them. 

2. If they have ſinned, and truly 
beheve, and repent, and amend, he will 
pardon them through his meritorious 
Righteouſneſs and Sacrifice, and will 
make them and pronounce them juit. 

3. And he will juſtifte in them all that 
is his own and good, notwitnhitanding 
their pardonable Infirmities, and will 
not make their fits greater than they 
are, but will fee the wifiamncſs of the 
Spirit when the Fleſ 1s weak, It malig- 
nant Men will ſee the Mote of a Cere- 
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 moniousErrour or frailty in their Brothers _ 
; eye, and call ita Beam, becauſe a Beam 1s 
.in their own ; Chriſt will not joyn with 


them in their Malignity and Injultice, 
but will bid him caſt the firſt Stone 


that is without Sin; Joh. 8. 7. 


4. And yet he will not juſtifie the 
leaſt ſinful Thought, or Word, or 
Deed , nor the leaſt faulty imperfeCtion 
in their Faith, Love or Obedience : For 
no man hateth any of theſe ſo much 


.as- Chriſt doth, in whomſoever they 


are found. Do you cry out againſt 


* Errour , Sedition , Rebellion, Diſobedi- 


ence, Schiſm, Diviſions ? So doth Chriſt, 
and ſo do all his true Diſciples: We 
all agree with you in this. But if the 
Queſtion be either, Who they are that 
are here guilty ? or, In whom any Sin is 
reigning, \wilful and unpardoned ? here ſee 
that you go not beyond proof : For 
Chriſt will not own the Condemners of 
the Juſt, nor confirm any mans un- 
righteous and malicious Cenſure. 
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2. And as I adviſe yon before you 
accuſe any, to know whether Chrift 
F be 
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be of your mind, and will be againſt | 


them, or will take their parts; ſo 
next I adviſe you, as you love your 
ſelves, to think well how great a Sin 
malignant and falſe accuſing is. 


1. It ſheweth much of the Devil in| 
your Hearts, whether you ſce it or not, i 
It is no better : He is malicious, a Mur-} 


derer, a Lyar, and the Accuſer of the 
Juſt, and Slanderers are called by his 
Name, NdCau, as aforeſaid. 

2. If it be for Chriſt's Cauſe, for 
Truth or Righteouſneſs, or done in Ma- 
lice, againſt Godlineſs or Faith, Chriſt 
taketh it all as done againſt himſelf, 
Mat. 25. For It 1s not only againſt his 
Servants, but alſo for-their obeying and 
ſerving him : It is he that command- 
ed them, as is aforeſaid. 

3. You ſet your ſelf againſt the Office 
alſo of Chriſt ; He is the Advocate o 
his Servants, He hath undertaken their 
Defence, and do yon think to over- 
come him ? it is he that juſtifieth us, 


( for all that Faith, and Zeal, and Ho- 
lineſs, for which we are accuſed and 
perſecuted by the world ) and who 
then ſhall condemn us? It is he that 
is for ns, who then 1s he that will be 
againlt 
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againſt -us? ſhall we not be more than 
Conquerors through him whoſe power 
hath conquered for us, and whoſe vi- 
Aortious Love will not forſake us ? 
Rom. 8. 34, &c. Remember in what a 
manner he ſaid, Af. g. Saul, Saul, why 
perſecureft thou me ? it 1s hard for thee to 
kick. againſt the Pricks : And to him that 
offendeth one of thoſe. little deſpiſed 
ones that believe in him, that it were 
better for him that a milſtone were 
hanged about his neck, and he were 
caſt into the Sea. 

And it is not only to the groſs Per- 


ſecuting Accuſers of the juſt that I give 


this Advice, but I beſeech you all to 
take heed of any raſh Accuſing of the 
Fuſt ; for the wrong 1s. moſt to God 
himſelf, and the hurt to you, and Chriſt 
will be againſt you. 

1. Some, there are, that when they 
have by Ignorance, or a ſtretching Con- 
ſcience, for worldly intereſt conſented 
to ſome ſinful praCtices, are led by that 
ſame unhappy intereſt, to juſtifie firſt 


what they do themſelves, and then 


to accule all thoſe as Erroneous, Pre- 
ciſe, or Schiſmatical, that are againſt - 
their choice and praCtice : Moſt men 

F >» that 


- 


| 


| 


idſt cat with them : And after his mi- 
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| | that live in-ſin for intereſt, do think | 


that they 'muſt be ſecured from the 
accuſations of Conſcience, and the diſ- 
grace of ſinning, by juſtifying their ſan, 
and accuſing thoſe as the ſinners that 
are againſt it, and dare not fin as much 
as they ; but how ſad a defence will 
this prove at laſt, 'which ſo much add- | 
eth'to their Crime ! 

- 2. There are ſbme on the contrary, 
that in ignorance having taken a Duty 
Or a lawful Prattice for a Sin, ( as Bap- 
tizing Infants, Singing David's Pſalms, 
Praying conſtantly in Families, Obſery- 
Ing the Lords day, Praying oft in the 
ſame words, Communicating with ſome 
faulty Churches, or ſuch as theſe 'men 
condemn, and ſuch like ) they hereup- 
on become the 'raſh and falſe accuſers 
of thoſe that be not as erroneous. : as 
themſelves; thus did the Phariſees by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; thus did 'the 
Jewiſh Teachers, A. 15. that faid, 
Except ye be Circumciſed and keep the Law 
of Mhſes, ye cannot be ſaved : "Thus did 
the Jewiſh Chriſtians againit Peter, *A&t. 


11.23. They contended with him, ſaying, 


Thou wenteſt in to men uncircuriciſed, and 


racu- 
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raculous Conviction by this cenſori- 
ouſneſs, they drew him to that Separa- 
tion which Paz! doth blame him for, 
Gal. 2.12, 13, 14. and Barnabas and 0- 
thers diſſembled with him, for fear of } 
the cenſures of theſe erroneous men ; 
for it is not the leaſt miſchievous effect 
of theſe falſe Accuſations and Cenſures, 
that they frighten many weak Chriſti- 
ans from duty and into ſin, while they 
hear that this or that is no duty, or is 
ſome heinous ſin, and have not the un- 
derſtanding to try and judge, they are 
carryed away with the name and noiſe; 
and ſome ſuch as Perer and Barnabas 
walk not uprightly, but ſtep ont of 
the way for fear of diſplealing them, 
or being accuſed by them as others are ; 
and It 1s not a little ſhame, gnilt and 
ſuffering that this courſe hath brought 
upon the Miniſters themſelves. 

3. And there are ſome that here 
more hainouſly offend, Familiſts, Rant- 
ers, Seekers, Quakers, and too many 
more; that while they are guilty them- 
ſelves of lamentable errours, fear not 
to accuſe almo!t all the Churches of 
Chriſt on earth, as if they were not 
his Churches at all, and had no true 
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i Religion, Miniſtry, Ordinances, and were 
* ,-/ Not to be communicated with. The Pa- 
+ Piſts that burn men as Hereticks for 
|; che Truth, 1 think accuſe not ſo ma- 
$ ||> ny of Chriſts Miniſters and Church- 


do; yea and father this malignity on 
the Spirit of God : But Chriſt will de- 
fend and juſtifie his Churches againſt 
all theſe falſe Accuſers. 

O litle do cither Papiſts or any 0- 
ther SeCtaries know how hainons a 
crime Chriſt vill take it, to eccuſe the 
greateſt part of Chriſtians on carth, as 
being Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, or no 
true Churches, or having no true Re- 
ligion, or part in Chriſt or in his Spi- 
rit ; and for a worldly FaCtion on one 
fide, or a ſick-brained, ſelf-conceited 
Set on the other ſide to appropriate 
the title of the Church or Saints to 
themſelves alone, and ſay to moſt of 
the Members of Chriſt, Yox are none of 
his! If to accuſe fallly one man when 
his eſtate only is concerned in 1t, and 
that before a ſingle Judicature, be ſo 
great a Crime as Scripture maketh it, 
what is it openly before God and the 


World, raſhly or falſly to accuſe whole 
Churches 


| 'h#*&, nor ſo deeply as ſome of theſe Sets 
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Churches and Conntreys 'of Chriſtians, 
yea the faithfulleſt of Chriſts Miniſters, 
with bitter ſcorns, as many of the a- 
foreſaid SeCtaries do ;. yea,. almoſt all 
the Church of Chriſt, in this and al- 
molt all former ages! For my part,. 
( though ſome cenſure me for it ) I am 
afraid of r09 bold Cenfurins even of Pa- - 
Piitz, or of honeſt Heathens, ſuch as: 
were Antonine, Cicero, and ſuch others 
that never heard the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


———— _ - - RX — re mm, Oy Is ——— _ 


Il. My next advice 1s to thoſe that 
are thus accuſed by others, about Reli- 
gion, or of Sin. 

1. Do not preſently juſtifie. your 
ſelves, becauſe you love not to be 
blamed ; raſh ſelf-juſtifying may be 
more hurtful to you, than other mens 
raſh accuſing you. Errour and fin 1s 
not ſo rare a thing, even among 
good men, that it ſhonld be taken for 
hard meaſure to be judged erroneous, 
or ſinners: Who knoweth his ſecret 
faults ?: P/al. 19. We muſt daily Pray, 
Forgive us our Treſpaſſes ! Little do moſt 
know how great a number of falſhoods 
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are received into the minds of moſt 
good Chriſtians in the world, yea of | 
the beſt, much more of the more ig- 
norant ſort ; and therefore we have 
Ereat' cauſe to be ſtill cautelouſly ſuſpi- 
cious of our ſelves; and it is a mer- 
cy to have notice of our ſins and er- 
rours, from whomſoever, Friends or 
Foes. 

Trie therefore, leſt it ſhould prove 
an errour or lin that you are accuſed 
of; confeſs it not to be ſuch, becauſe 
another calleth it ſuch ; bur yer let him 
know that you are willing of his help 
for your information and Conviction. 

It is ſuppoſed- that none of us love 
errour as errour, or fin as fin, or any 
evil as ſnch; it 1s no evil that is the 
obje&t of a ſinners mi# and choice, but 
a miſplaced good, even a leſſer good ſet a- 
gainſt or n#ead of a greater ; ( as the 
Creature inſtead of the Creator, and 
Corporal inſtead of Spiritual, &c. ) We 
do not love and will malum, fed male, 
not evil, but evilly : It is not the thing 
loved that is er it ſelf, but the att of 
Loving it, ( or doing it: ) The Frat 
that Adam did eat was not evil, but 
eatins it was ; Meat, Drink, Pleaſure- 
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able Obje&ts, Beauty, Money, Lands, 
Honours, are all good, but the inor- 


dinate Love and Uſe of them is the: 


evil. 


Our nature therefore giveth this ad-- 


vantage to our Monitors ; we would all 


be delivered from ev: as evil, and there- - 


fore thankfully accept their help. 
Hiumanum eſt errare ;, how little doth 

that man know himſelf, or what man 

is, who taketh it for an injury to be 


_ ſuppoſed to have Errowrs : But to de- 


ny neceſſary ſaving Verities, or to be «n- 
willing to ſee our Errors by finding out 


the Truth,' or proudly to defend them, . 


becauſe we have once owned them, 
and to be raſh and confident propaga- 
tors of ſuch errors, and to rage againſt 
wiſer men that are againſt our folly, 


and ignorantly to cry them down as. | 


ignorant, and to charge all this on the 


Spirit of God, this is an unchriſtian . 


and inhumane ſort of erring. Try 
therefore with a due ſuſpicion of your 


ſelves, leſt your accuſation ſhould be : 


true, and you be found in the mi- 
ſtake. 

The ſame I ſay when you are accu- 
ſed of any Sin: Alas, Sin is not ſo rare 
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#: 2 thing with any. of us, but that we | , 


|]; may well fear and try the caſc, leſt we 


ſhould be guilty. | 
2. My next Advice is, Take heed leſt 
you go about to intereſs Chriſt in any of 
our - Sins or Errours, or leit you expett 
rhat he ſhould juſtifie them. It is a great- 
er Sin which many erring men are 
guilty of in this kind, than is com- 


monly perceived. It is well that men' 


would do that which God owneth if they 
knew it ;, but it is dangerous to ſay, 
that he onnerch what he abherreth: To 
father Falſhood on the God ol ruth, 
and Sin on the God of Holineſs, is a 
fearful Crime. God that, wonld not en- 
dure falſe Fire, Lev. 10. or to be wor- 
ſhipped ke an Idol, no nor to have ho- 
ly things prophaned, will much leſs en- 
dure to. be made'the Father of Lies and 
Waickedneſls. 

1. Conſider, that this is to ſet him a- 
gainſt himſelf who is the God of Truth 
and Holineſs. 

2, This 1s to, uſe his Name againſt 
his Word, - which is the Word of Truth 
and Holineſs. 

3. This 1s to put him- in the. place 
64 Satan, ard to tzther on him the De- 

vils 
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vils works, who is a Lyar, and the Fa- 
ther of it. S 7 

4- This is it which the falſe Prophets 
are ſo heavily threatned for in Serip- 
ture. 

5. This is to ſight againſt God's King- 
dom, and the Grace of Chrilt, and the 
work of the Spirit in his own Name. 

6. This is the dire&t Breach of the- 
third Commandment, Thou ſhalt not take 
the Name of the Lord thy God ts wain: 
A Lie, and Yanity oft {1gnifie the ſame. 
thing in Scripture. This Sin 1s of the 
nature of Perjzry, which is appealing 
to. God, as owning and approving a 
Falſhood ; and do not they ſo that falſly 
ſay, God ſaith this, and that, and the 
other thing in the Scripture, and by his 


| Spirit im me, which he never ſaid, yea, 


which no one {o much abhorreth as he; 
and will you father on God that one 
thing which he hateth ? God tells you. 
that he mill-not hold him gemltleſs ( that. 
is, he will notably condemn and puniſh 
tuch ) as thns prophanely and audaci- 
oully rake his Name mn vam, or uſe it 

to patronize a Lie. 
I am often near trembling, to hear 
ſome of our Tremblers, yea and ſome 
others. 


ro8 The One Thing Neceſſary, or, 
others, abnſc abundance of plain Texts 
of Scripture, and expound them with 
palpable falſhood, and deny the Arti- 
cles of the Chriſtian Faith, about Chriſts 
Perſon, his Interceſſion, his Coming a- 
gain, his Laws, his Kingdom, his Judg- 
ment, and pouring out many heathen- 
iſh and grois Errours, and fathering all 
this with raging Confidence on God 
himſelf, and ſaying, 1 am ſure this i. 
rrue ;, the Spirit mfallibly tells me ſo; God 
fſpeaketh it in me;, I no more doubt of it, 
than whether I live; He that doubteth 1s 
danned;, the light within me afſurcth me 
that this is true, and the meaning of the 
Scripture. O patient God! - O- ſinful 
Man ! O ſubtle Serpent ! O dark un- 
happy World ! 

O -pitiful Profeſſors of Faith, that 
will be changed or ſhaken by ſuch hai- 
nons Sin, as if they heard an Oracle 
of God. Our God 1s Love, and yet he is a 
C6nſumins Fire : Take heed what you ſay 
of him, and what you father on him: 
If Pride, Blindneſs and Deceit do car- 
ry you to blaſpheme him, your Con- 
dence will not make Chriſt juſtific 
it. 

3. But 
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3. But I further adviſe you: If in- 
deed it be Truth and Duty which men 
accuſe you for, even ſuch as Chriſt in 
the ſacred Scriptures did preſcribe, 
doubt not but he will juſtifie you againſt 
all Accuſers; and let this fatisfie yan 
however you are ſlandered, againſt all. 
As, if your Sins were few and ſmall, 
there would be leſs uſe of a Saviour 
to forgive them; ſo, if your Slanders 
by malignant Lyars be few and ſmall, 
you will have the leſs uſe for Chriſt to 
juſtifie you. If it be, Al! mar that 
revile you, and perſecute you, and ſhall 


ſay all manner of evil againſt you falſly 


(or lying) for Chriſt's ſake; Bleſjed 
are ye, Ailet Chriſt, Afar. 5. 11. And 
if you believe him, you may rejoyce and 
be exceeding glad, for great is your Reward 
in Heaven; and ſo perſecuted they the Pro- 
phets before you. How many things are 
bere to be obſerved? It is ſuppoled to 
be. Lyes that are reported of you ; and 
this not of one ſort only, but all man- 
ner of Evil, as it you were impious 
againit God, uncharitable and unjuſt 
towards men, Hereticks againſt Truth, 
Schiſmaticks againſt Unity, Rebells = 

diſo- 
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diſobedient againſt Authority, and all 
| the reſt: And of all theſe have the Juſt 
been ordinarily accuſed ; and this is not 
by ſome one exaſperated Perſon in a 
Corner, whom few believe, bur by all 
men. that 15 the common voice of de- 
tnded Adverſaries; and it is not only 
belying, but reviling, yea and perſecuting ; 
yet muſt you- not only be patient, but 
'| oyful and exceeding glad, becauſe it is 
' for Chriſt, and he will juſtifie you, and 


'* give yo! agreat Reward in Heaven. Here 


1s a noble work for Faith, to learn 
and: praftiſe this Leſſon of Croſs-bear- 
ing, Hope and Joy. The Judge is at 
the Door, who ſecth ns, and all our Caſe, 
and is more concerned in it than we are: 
Be not tgo haſty for a full Vindication ! 
Cannot you {tay ril! the Aſſizes ? Were it 
;* not that Slanderers hurt hers and them- 
'* ſelves, how ſmall a matter were their 
'þ thoughts and words to-you ? Will a ma- 
lignant thonght of a dying worm de- 
jet you from any real Honour or Fe- 
licity ? Is it in the power of a lying 
Tongue, or of many, how high, or how 
credible ſoever eſteemed, to deprive you 
of your Innocency, or the approbati- 
on of God, or your Adoption, or Chriſts 
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/- | Juſtification, or your everlaſting Glo, 
ot | Ty and Reward ? Do you truſt Chriſt 
! for your Souls, and cannot you truſt 


/; | him with your Names? Is God your 


of Martyrdom, which is to die for. well- 
doing, under the reputation of. Malefa- 
Qors, if you. cannot bear falſe words or 
thoughts? If you ſay, It is the Trutb 
that ts diſhonoured through my Diſhonour : 

I anſwer, 

1. God is ſufficient to vindicate : his 
Truth : Every ſlanderous mouth ſhall 
ſoon be ſtopped, and God will be pro- 
ved true, and all men Lyars,. Ko. 3, 

2. And he hath promiſed to brizg 
forth your Righteouſneſs as rhe Light, your 
' Names ſhall riſe as the Morning-Sun, 
| when the moſt malignant Darkneſs ſeem- 
; ed to bury them. Chriſt is not in Hea- 
ven reputed a Blaſphemer, .nor_ a Re- 
| bel againſt Caeſar ; nor is Paul there ta- 


> God, and is not his Approbation —_ C | 
4 for you ? Is Man nothing to you, who 

. | 1s poſting to Duſt and Judgment, and 

> | yet cannot you bear his lying words or 

- |, thoughts ? How will you bear the Croſs 

| 


ken for a Teſtilent Fellow, or a mover 
of Seditic.) among the people; nor the 
| Croſs of Chriſt for Foo!iſhneſs or a Stum- 
| bling- -. 
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bling-block, nor are true Chriſtians | ne 
there reproached, or excommunicated  w 
23s Hereticks or Evik-doers. Of how | ob 
ſmall regard is the Judgment of Man | C 
to him that fully trauſteth to Chriſt's | bt 
Juſtification! which you may be ſure | al 
of; ſo far as the Scriptures .truly under- | \ſ 
froad do juſtifie you. 
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HI. My next Counſel is, to thoſe that 
are unreſolved which Cauſe or fide 1s 
right, and to be choſen, whileſt moſt men 
are Accuſers of each other : One talk- 
eth againſt this thing, and another a- 
gainft thar, one againſt this DoCtrine, 
and practice, and another againſt thar, 
and ſo many Parties accuſe all the reſt, 
that it diſtrafteth ignorant Perſons. 

Either the things which they differ 


- — 


' about are ſuch as Chriit hath told us his 


mind of in the Scripture, or not; if not, 
then pity and bear with the Contenders 
on both ſides ; interpoſe not your Judg- 
ment raſhly, but let every one enjoy |! 
his own : Paxl and Barnabas, as well as | 
Mariha and ary, may differ about 
Perſons and Circumſtances of Dury : 
But if Chriſt have already decided the 
Caſe, let that determine you ; What 
necd 
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ans need you more ? Is the Controverſie 
ted | whether "God or Man ſhould be firſt 


OW | obeyed ? whether Heaven or Earth, 
_ Chriſt or the Pleaſures of Sin ſhould 
$ 


be preferred ? whether we ſhould live 
re | after the Fleſh, or the Spirit ? In all 
T- } ſuch caſes it is eafte to know what 
Chriſt doth judge. I hope you donot 
— } think that he will take Fart with 
C | the ſenſual, or the covetous, or the 
S } malignant Enemies of a godly Life; 
1 } nor that he will turn to the Oppreſ- 
- ſors or Perſecutors of the Juſt; nor 
: that he will renounce his own Word, 
| becauſe any men, how great or Reve- 
rend ſoever, miſapply it, or contra- 
diCt it ; nor that he will call Drunken- 
neſs, Gluttony, Worldlineſs, Idleneſs, 
Filthinefſs or Pride, by gentle, extenu- 
«ting, deceitful Names, though the 
guilty and impenitent do fo. 
| Some would perſwade you that Chriſt 
| and his Spirit could not ſpeak ſo much 
{ ſenſe as to become intelligible: And 
| though every Friend can intelligibly 
write you his mind, yet Chriſt could 
not, or would not; and that you may 
underſtand Poets and Orators, Yireil, ! 
Horace, Cicero, Seneca; and FR | 
| 4AW- 
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Lawyers, -Phyſicians, Hiſtorians, yea | 


the voluminous Statutes of Lawgiv- 
ers, and Canons of the Church ; but 
the Holy Scriptures you cannot under- 
ſtand : But it is not reproaching Chriſt 
that is the way to have him juſtifie your 
Cauſe or you. Though ambiguity of 
words make Scripture, as all other 
Writings, ſo far difficult as to need 
fome Skill in thoſe words to him that 
will underftand them ; and though a car- 
nal blinded mind cannot ( ſavirgly in 
love and lively ſenſe) receive the ſpi- 
ritual things of God, yet men ſhall 


ſhortly be convinced, that the Light of 


the World was not inviſible, though the 
Darkneſs comprehend it not, and that the 
Wiſdom of God hath ſpoken intelli- 
gtbly, andin all neceſſary things you may 
certainly know which part Chriſt ta- 
keth. 

But alas, Chriſt is unſeen, and there- 
fore little regarded by multitudes who 
cuſtomarily honour his Name. As a- 
mong the Turks, we blame not him that 
rather asketh what the Emperour or 
Baſhaw commandeth, than what aho- 
met commandeth ; ſo theſe that honour 

Chriſt but as the Turks honour Mahomet, 


do. 
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'. do far more regard which ſide their 
Lanalord takes, or which ſide ſuch a 
Lord, or Biſhop, or Prince is for, than 

| which part Chriſt is for. O Sirs! 
Yon would all fain have Chriſt to be 

| your Advocate at laſt: As ever you 
would have him be for you then, 
be now for .that which he is for, 
and hath foretold you he will juſti- 
ne. 

O that you were all but traly nile 
to know what it is that Chriſt 1s 
for, ( whether for a holy, or a world- 

| Iy or fleſhly Mind and Lif-); and 

+. that you were but reſolved to be for 

| that which Chriſt 1s for, as far as by 
diligent ſcarch you can know it. I 
ſhould hope then that he would not 
leave you to damnable miſtake, - but 
help you to underſtand his will for 
your Salvation. 
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| Uſe. And here you may ſee, that it 

is falſe DoCtrine which ſome men con- 

fidently preach, that There ts no ſuch. 

thing as Chriſts juſrifyins his People a- 

gainſt falſe accuſations ; AS when = 
re 
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tell them, that againſt the accufation 
of being finally Impenitent, Unbelievers, 
Unconverted, Unholy, they muſt be ju- 


ſtified by their own | ym Repentance, þ 


Faith, Converſion and Holineſs, or not 
at all; they have no ſhift againſt the 
plain Truth, but to tell us, that we 
ave necd of no ſuch Fuſtification : The 
Devil will bave ſomethins elſe to do, than 
falſly to accuſe us. But on thz con- 
trary, 

1. Is not the Devil the Accn/er of 
the Brethren? and is he not the Father 
of lies. Is not his Name Dsabo/us, a 
falſe accuſer? 

2. Doth he not ſet the. wicked on 
his work in this Life, falſly ta accule 
the faithful, and their Faith and Du- 
ty, that it may reflect on God him- 
ſelf? Yea, through the remnant of 1g- 
norance and Sin, Chrilts Servants too 


oft falſly accuſe one another, as un-- 


ſound, Erroneons, Heretical, &s. Yea 
darkneſs cauſeth good mens Conſcien- 
ces too often fallly to accuſe them- 
ſelves. And is it not Chrilts Office to 
be the advocare of the juſt? and in u- 
ſtifying them to juſtifie himſelf, and his 
Cauſe and Truth; Rom. 3. 4, 26. And 

iS 
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is it not much of the work of that 
glorious day, to bring all hidden things 


| ro light, and to juſtife his cauſe, «nd 


Servants againſt all the falſe accaſati- 


| ons that ever were brought againft 


them? and thus to ſhame all falithood 
and unrighteonſneſs, -and to judge the 
World in truth? 

3. Was it not a falſe accuſation that 
Satan brou:ht againſt Fob? and did not 
God very ſolemnly juſtifie him againft 
it? Is not Satans Kingdom upheld in 
the World, by making men in all Na+ 
tions believe, that Behever#s are decei- 
ved, faiſe Believers, and that Chriſts Ser- 
vants are wicked, Hypocrites, the 
Plagues and Troublers of the Earth ? 
And is there not a day to juſtifie 
them againſt all this ? 

4. If we are not juſtifked againft 
falſe accuſation, -we are juſtified | a- 
'gainſt none at all: For Chriſt will not 
juſtifie us againſt the Truth. Ir is Ju- 
ſtification by Plea and Sentence that 
we are now ſpeaking of : Juſtification 


ſometime figniftieth makins us juſt, and 
ſometime Fudoins and maintaining us 
'to be juſt. The firſt doth make an 


tnriohteous and ungodly man juſt, by 
CON- 
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converting him, and giving him Re- 
pentance toward God, and Faith to- 
wards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
pardoning his Sins, and giving him 


right to the Heavenly Inheritance: | 


This 1s our firſt Conltitutive Juſtifica- 
tion. But when God hath thus made 
#s juſt by the merits of Chriſts Righ- 
tcouſneſs, 

1. He wirtually by the Law of Grace 
doth pronounce us juſt, and this againſt 
the curſe of the condemning Law of 
Innocency. 

' 2. And in Fadgment Chriſt as our 
Advocate will maimtain us juſt. 

3- And Chriſt our Judge, will juape 
#s juſt, againſt all that can be brought 
againſt us: But how far jnſt? Not 
ſach as never ſammed;, nor ſuth as by 
imputation of his Righteouſneſs are by 
God accounted never t0 have ſinned; nor 
ſuch as never deſerved death : But ſuch 
as are” not to be condenned to pain of 
ſenſe or loſs, but have riyht to the free 
gift of Life Eternal, becauſe Chriſt for 
them ſatisfied Juſtice, and fulfilled all Righ- 
teouſneſs, and merited all this for them, 
even Forgiveneſs, Grace and Glory, and 


they being penitent Believers have pay 
- in 


\ 
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in him, and ſincerely obeyed him to the 
Death. 

And if it were never ſo true, that 
no attual falſe accuſation would be ur-& 
ged againſt believers, yet is it true*® 
that we ſhall be juſtified. againſt even 
a virtual and poſſible accuſation: And 
where there is not /o much as this, there 
needeth no Fuſtification by Plea, by Wit- 
neſs, or by Sentence. A 

And if we are accuſed to: have been 
Sinners, it is not to be denyed; If it 
be ſaid that our Sin deſerved death, 
it muſt be granted: But if it be ſaid, - + 

1. That we were finally impenitent # 
unbelievers. : 

2. Or have no part in Chriſt. 

3- Or had no pardon of Sin. 
4. Or hed no right to Life Eter- * 
nal. | 

5. And therefore are to be condemn- 
ed; all this being falſe, Chriſt will ju- * 
ſtifie us againſt it; and againſt all o- 
ther falſe accuſation of Men or De- 
vils. 
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Dot. Laſt. Chriſe doth nor only plead A 
his own Righteouſneſs for Mary's Fu ffica- 


tow, bus juitifie ker choice of the better | 
part, [ 
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part, and decree that it ſhall not be taken 
from her. 


| I. Indeed all the good that we have 
F is his own as the giver, though ſome 
iy be alſo ours as the afors and poſſeſſours : 


And Chriſt will juſtifie all that 'is of | 


humſeif: Nothing but -goad cometh 
from Infinite good, or him that came 
to deſtroy the works of the Devil. 
They that accuſe our Grace or Duty, 
- accuſe Chriſt, his Spirit and his Law : 
And will he not juſtifie himſelf? ( But 
of this before.) 
-- II. He that prajſeth his Servants. Ho- 
lineſs and Duty, and will praiſe them 
in Judgment, doth ſo far juſtifie them. 
Mat.25 Well done and faithful Servant ! 
Yea, he that calieth Erernal: Glory, , their 
Reward, and the Crown of Righteouſneſs 
given by God the righteous Fudge, to ſuch 
-&s have fought a good fight, and finiſhed 
thtir courſe, and love the appearing of 
Chrift;, and he that is the Author of 
Eternal Salvation to all them that o- 
bey him, and will judge all men ac- 
cording to their works, and pronoun- 
ceth them Bleſſed that .do \ his .Gom- 
mandments, that they may have right 
ro 
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to the Tree of Life, (2 Tim. 4.8, 9 
Heb. 5. 9. Rev. 22. 14, &c.) doth ture- 
ly fo far juſtifie this perſonal obedience 
and righteonſnels of theirs. 

'Burt he jaltifieth only againſt falſe ac- 
cuſations; and not againſt rhe- charge 


. of _ imperfection. And do they 
0 


therefore talk wiſely that 1ay,' It 1s no 
Righteouſneſs, and no Juſtification, - be- 
cauſe it is #-perfett? Doth any wiſe man 
pretend to perſonal perfet Righteouſs 
neſs? And doth not God many hundred 
times in Scripture call that Righteouſneſs 


and equivalent which is imperfe&t? And 


will he juſtifie or ſave any' that hath no 
ſuch Righteouſneſs? Chriſt was perfe&- 
ly righteous for us, to- merit the par- 
don and Salvation of Believers, and the 
acceptance of their imperfe&t Righte- 
ouſneſs; and not to bring any to Hea« 
ven that | hath no inherent perſonal 
Righteouſneſs. | 

There are ſome that ſeem by their 


| arguing to think that ſo mach honour 


as we give to our Holineſs and Duty, 


' fo mach we. take from Chriſt, and to 


praiſe his Saints-1s.to diſhonour him : 
( And yet theſe men love and look for 
praiſe. ) But wiſe men will not believe 

G that 
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that the greatneſs of the Gift is a di{. 
honour to the Giver, or the excellency 
of the Houſe or Work adiſhonour to the 
_ Builder or Work-man, or the recovered 

Health of the Patient a diſhonour to the 
 Phyfician; elſe whata diſhonour will our 

Salvation be to Chriſt, when we are per- 
tetly -holy, without Spot or wrinckte, 
and have ho Sin! It will be then by the 
Communication of his Holmeſs;, as Motion, 
Light and Heat-is from the Sun ; and fo 
it is now though we are imperfect : God 
accepteth, praiſeth, and #: ranmm pro- 
portzonably juſtifieth our imperfect Righ- 
teauineſs for the ſake and merits of his 
that was perfect. 

I never met with any of this mind, 
but if one accuſe them of leſs than Inhi- 
delity, Impenitence, Impiety and Hy- 
bw , they will ſeek to juſtifie them- 
elves: And why will they juſtifie 
themſelves in that which God will 
Not juſtifie them in? What Friend of 
Chriſt will not juſtifie the Generation 
of the Juſt, when Malignants call them 
all deluded Hypocrites ? and, I know no 
ſober man but expecteth that every 
Judge ſhould juſtifie the wrongfully ac- 
cuſed and their Cauſe. ol 

a } 
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Obj. To juſtifie a good Canſe 15 not t@ 


| juſtifie the Perſon, 


of "IR 9 "Ow hd w ined 
—C———C - — — . 


Anſw. \Untrue. It is not to juſtifie him 
in all Reſpects, but it 1s to juſtific hins 
as to that Canſe. | | 

Obj. Th s but before men. FO 

Anſw. God doth more hate the con- 
demning of the Fuſt than any man dath. 

Obj. Thi but as to a particular Cauſe, 
and not an univerſal + a ge 

Anſw. And the juſtifying of a Behever 
and penitent obedient Saint by his Faith, 
and Repentance, and -Obedience, is but 
the juſtifying him in that particular 
Cauſe, which is the medium of his part 
in Chriſt ; the merit of whoſe Righte- 
oufneſs and Sacrifice procureth the par- 
don of all his Sins, and his right to the 
free Gift of Life eternally, and fo far 
juſtifyeth -him againſt the guilt of his 
Sin, and the Condemnation of the Law. 

He that is not firſt made a penitent 
Believer, and juſtified againſt chargable 
Infidelity, Impenitence and Hypocriſie, 
ſhall never be juſtified by Chriſt's Merits 
and Sentence againlt the Curſe and Pe- 
nalty of the Law. 

Il. But Chriſt doth not only juſtific 
Mary and her Choice, but decree that it 

G 2 ball 
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ſhall not be-taken from ber. For, 

1. He hath by his Covenant given the 
beſt and greateſt things, and that for 
ever to every one that will but thank- 
fully accept and chooſe them. 


2. And what he offereth and prumi- 
ſeth he decreeth. 


, 
: 
, 


, 
l, [ 
oF 
: 
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ſeth he performeth. 


- her, or from any Believer ? Or, who ſhall 
ſeparate us from the Love of God ? 


Believer ſhould be ſaved. If the Devil 
could deprive us of the Goſpel, or of 


could have kept the World from being 


redeemed ; if he could keep men uncon- 
vinced, unconverted, and unpardoned, 
he would ſurely do it. 

2. Not any of his maltgnant Iaſtruments, 
for God will not give them power to 
make a godly man ungodly, and the De- 
vil hath no ſuch power to give them. 

2. Not the Envy of erroneous Zealots, 
or ancharitable Hypecrites. The Prodigal 
ſhall not be turned out. of Doors, becauſe 


ment, 


3. And what he decreeth and promi-_ 


For, who is it that ſhould tak@it from 
1. Not the Malice of Satan; elſe no 


Grace, it ſhould be ſurely done: If. he. 


redeemed by Chriſt, it had never been 


his elder Brother envyicth his Entertain- - 
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ment, The Envy of the, Fews ſhall not 


hinder the Bleſſing of the Gentiles. Re- 


ſolvedly chooſe the beit, and you ſhall 
have It. 


Uſe 1. O that all men would take 4 
. this ſure and neceſſary direCtion of Chriſt 


tor the choice of their Comforts, Hopes 
and Happineſs: All men had rather be 
happy for ever, than for a little while ; 
and *'what elſe but Holineſs and Heaven, 
Chriſt, Grace and Glory will be ſuch a 


durable Felicity ? Will you chooſe the- | 
favour of great men, and hopes of Pre- 
ferment and worldly Honours ; and can 


you ſay, that this ſhall not be taken from 
you ? Will you chooſe Lands and Mo- 
ney, and the Proſpering of your Endeg- 
vonrs in growing rich; and can you ſay 
that theſe ſhall not be taken from you ? 
Will you chooſe Mirth and Sport, and 
fleſhly Luſt, and the plealingot your Ap- 
petites and Fancies ; and can you ſay that 
theſe ſhall not be taken from you ? Muſt 


not Life it ſelf beſhortly taken from you, 
and therefore all the Pleaſures of this : 


Life? If theſe things be your Choice, 


- 
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Chriſt hath atready foretold you what 
qu may expect," Zuk. 12. 19, 20. 
hou Fool, thus night ſhall thy Soul be re- 

quired of thee, and then whoſe ſhall all theſe 

things be which thou haft provided ? So 15 he 
that _ up T\ reaſure for lamſelf, and is 

not rich towards God. And, Luk, 16. 25. 

Son, remember that thou in thy life time re- 

ceived/t thy good things, and Lazarks 

evil things; but now he 1s comforted, and 
thou art tormented ? Wherefore then do you 
ſpend money for that which is not Bread, and 
your labour for that which ſarssfiecth not ? 
Hearken diligently to Chriſt, and eat that 
which is good, and let your Soul delight it 
ſelf in fatneſs : Incline your Ear, and come 
unto him ; hear, and your Soul ſballlsve ;, and 
be will make an everlaſting Covenant of ſure 
mercies with you, Ia. 55. 2, 3- Labour not 
for the Food which periſheth, but for that 
which cndureth ty everlafting Life, which 

Chriſt will give.,you; Joh. 6. 27. Lay 

mot up for your ſelves Treaſures on Earth, 

where moth and ru$t doth corrupt, and where 

Thieves break_through and feal; but lay up 

for your ſelves Treaſure mm Heaven, where 

neither moth nor ru#t do corrupt, nor Thieves 

break, through and Heal; Mat. 6. 19, 20. 

The time 7, "ih therefore weep and "oo ; 

s 
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buy and poſſeſs, and uſe the World as though 
_- aid p «4 > for the faſhion of this Warld 
paſſerh away, 1 Cor.7.29,30, 31. O be not 
as the wickes who have therr portion in 
this life, in the rreaſure of their Belles, 
Pal. F7. 14. For thetr hopes ſoon periſh AS 
the Ruſh that growerh but in the mire, and as 
the Spider's web, and as the giving up of tha 
Gho#t. Ficſh will fail you, and the Warld 
will fail yoa ; Bnt God will be a never- 
failing Portion to all that do but ſincerel 
chooſe him ; Pal. 73. 25,26. If you drink 
here, you ſhall thirſt again, and if you 
eat here, you ſhall hunger again ; but if 
Chriſt and his Spirit be your meat and 
drink, you ſhall hunger aud thiri# yo more 
for ever. Bleſſed are they that hunger and 
thirft after Righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be 
ſatisfied. O do not prophanely ſell ſuch 
a Birth-right far a Morſel; you ſhall have 
no better than you chooſe ; ſhew not your 
ſelves unworthy of eternal life, by pre- 
ferring known vanity before it. If you 
loſt Heaven becauſe you could not have 
it, and would have a Chriſt and Holineſs, 
but could not, your Caſe would not he 
all ſo bag, as to be the wilful refyſers oz 
your own Salvation, and loſe it becauſe 
you would not have it. Do.not ſay, We 
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. would be ſaved, if you would not be ſaved 


from your Sin, and have that Holineſs 
and Communion with God which is your 
Salvation; and do not fay, we would 
have God and Chriſt, and Holineſs, if 
the Pleaſures of Sin ſeem better to you, 


' and you chooſe it firſt ? You may as well 


fay plaialy, We will have no God, no 
Chriſr, no Heaven, as ſay, We bad rather 
have the Pleaſures of Sin; and you may as 
well /ay /o, as chooſe /o, aud do ſo, There 
are {ome deceived Libertines that think 
that every good delire is the mark of a 
juſtified Soul, eſpecially, if it be accom- 
panyed with a willingneſs that Chriſt's 
Rio2hreouſneſs ſhould juſtifie them, and 
a belief that it will do ſo, though they 
love linful pleaſure, profit and honour, 
better than God and Holineſs, and Hea- 
ven, and had rather have the Felicity of 
an Epicure, than of a Saint. 

But Chriſt himſelf hath judged contra- 
rily: Heſaith, Hecannor behis Diſciple that 
loveth any thing more than him, Mat.1o, Luk. 
14.26.23. And he that will have this Pearl 
of greateſt price, muſt think nothing too 
dear, but ſell all that he hath to buy it ; 
AMat.13.46. To be Lovers of Pleaſure more 
than Loversof God,is the brand ofthe worſt 
c1mes 
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times and perſons; 2 73.3.4. Let any man: 


that can ſhew us one Promite of God for 


the faving of any that {eek not firſt God's 
Kingdom, and its Righteouſnelſs,' Mar. E. 
33.and labour not chiefly for the food that-pe- - 
riſheth not ;, and loveth not God above the: 
World, and Holineſs more than the Plea-- 
ſures of Sin. | 
If thisbe not ſo, where can you fix the - 
difference between the juſtified and them; 
that periſh. Would God make ſuch a 
difference in the World to come.,if there 
were none here? Doth Chriſt and his Sp? - 
Tit do no more noble a work in ſanCtityt - 
ing Souls than ſo ? If one may be juſtifh- / 
ed that loveth one {nfal Pleaſure better 
than God, and Grace, and Glory, why : 
not he that loveth another, and another. 
and all? If Fornication, why not Glut- 
tony ? If Gluttony, why not Drunken- 
neſs? If Drunkenneſs, why not Cove- 
touſneſs, and Ambition, and all evil? 
But Paul ſaith, Eph. 5. 6. Let no man ae- 
relve you with vain words; for becauſe of 
theſe things cometh the wrath of God on the 
Children of Diſobedience. And, IWithous 
Holineſs none ſhall ſee God, Heb. 12. 14- 
Not every one that ſaith, Lord; Lord, ſhall 


enter into Heaven ; no, not thole Be- 
G:5 Hevers 


| | x30 The Oxe Thing Neceſſary, or, 

' Hevers that propheſied, and 4id wonders, 
- * and ca#t our Devils tin Chrift's Name, but 
only they that do tbe Will of God : To the. 
reſt he will ſay, Depart from me, ye work- 
ers of Imquity, 1 know you nor. 

How oft is it ſaid,that all ſhall be judg- 
ed according to their works ? and Chriſt to 
deſcribeth his own Judgment, ar. 25. 
Can any Man believe ? Fam. 2. and 1 Job. 
g. and 4. Rom. 8.1,to 14. Rom. 2. anda 
multitude ſuck Texts, and yet believe 
' thata bare belief that Chriſt's Righteouſ- 

Atfefs is imputed to us, will prove any one 
th altified who loveth his Sin better than 
© God, Graceand Glory ;, and conſequent- 
ly, that Chriſt's Members differ but im- 
purtatively from the Children of the De- 
vil; for wherein is a wicked man worſe 
. than the godly, but in this ? He that loverh 
the World (more than God) the Love of the 
Father 1s not in him ! Why, may not Life 
or Pleaſure ſeparate us from rhe Love of God 
if we love them better ? Rom. 8. 38, 39. 
Nay, he loveth Rot God at all in a pro- 
per {ence, who loveth him not as God ; 
and he loveth him not at all 2s God, who 
loveth him not as better than the plea- 
fare of Sin, but only as a leſſer good. 
Obj. To love God above all ſinful pleaſure 
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is the fruit and ripeneſs of Grace, but the” . 
feed 2 each bh 
An/. It's true, if pou call preparatory. 
Grace that ſeed ; but ſuch are in ao jufti- 
fied ſtate ;, but it is not true if you mean: 
by the ſeed any. thing proper to a juſtified 
man, as all the Texts tore-cited ſhew. 
Obj. What can the ma__ ChriStau ds 
more than loue God aboue all ? 4 
Anſ. Among thoſe that love God above: 
all, and Holineſs more than Sin, there. 
may. be an hundred different degrees ; one 
may love him ſo much as to long after 
him and delight in him, and contemnallt - 
vanities,and overcome temptations much: 
more eaſily and effeftually than others ;, ' 
and another may do theſe more faintly, 
hardly, and with leſs delight. | 
Obj. Dovh David, Peter, and. the Diſ- 
eiples that all forfook.Chriſt and fled, love him: - 
better than life at ſuch a r1me. 
Ai. 1. We mult diſtinguiſh between: 
the rational Will, or Love, and ſenſitive: 
Paſſion. 2. Between the Habit and the- 
At. 3. P2tween the ordinary courſe of 
Action, an a particular extraordinary 
Action. | 
The weakeſt trne juſtified Chriſtian: 
loveth God 2bove the Creatvre, and: 
perfe&: 
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perfect Holineſs above ſinful pleaſure. 

1. As to the fixed Inclination and ha- 
bit of the Soul ( which is the Divine 
Nature. ) | 

2. And in the ordinary At or ex- 
erciſe of his Rational Love, and deli- 
berate choice, and. the ſeeking endea- 
vour of his Life. 

3- But not alwayes with the moſt paſ- 
fionate ſenſitive Love. 

4+ And paſlion ( of fear or creature- 
Love) may. in an extraordinary act 
both weaken the aCtivity of Rational 
Spiritual Love, and bear down the ex- 
ecutive power into outward contrary 
finful acts: But the predominancy of 
the holy nature will ſhew it ſelf, in 
railing the Soul from: ſuch a fall, and 
cauſing it the more to hate and fear 


| '; the Sin. There is difference between 


a \woune and death, and between an In- 


$1} fant and an Image: And ſo there was 


between the falls of David, Lor, Peter ; 
and a wicked man, that had rather 
keep his Sin than leave it, and loveth 
fuch pleaſure mgre than God. 

Uſe. 2, Be thankful then, Chriſtians, 


for that Grace of Chriſt which cauſed 
you 
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.you to make the wileſt choice ; eve 
of that which 1s the real durable feli 
city, and ſhallnever be taken from you. 
Had you choſen Houſes they might 
have been burnt: . Had you choſen wealth 
or worldly honours, they might all have 
been taken from you; yea all. would 
certainly have left you in diſtreſs. Men 
might have taken away your Eſtates, 
your Liberties, your Lives, but not your 
God, your Chriſt, your Heaven! They 
may take away your Bibles, and other 
Books; but they cannot take away your 
Grace: They may ſhut you out of the 
Synagogues, but not ont of the love of 
God : They may impriſon you, baniſh 
you, cut out your Tongues that you can 
neither Preach nor Speak; but ſtill your 
Souls may have Communion with God x 
A Tertullus may call us Peſtiient Fel- 
lows and Seditious; Schiſmaticks may 
call us the Schiſmaticks, and Hereticks 
may call us the Hereticks, and Hypo» } 
crites may call us Hypocrites; but none | 
of them can make us what they call us. | 
They may with ſome ( by Gods Per- | 
miſſion) take away the Reputation of your 
Innocency, but not your Jzocency it ſelf. 
When.a. mans food is but. on his Table 
iT 


, 4 
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it way be taken from him; if it be but 
3:in his Stomack, he may caſt it up: But 
it is Jafer when it ts digeſted and turned 
te bis fubſtance. So may your Teach- 
[i\ers, 2nd Bibles, and Churches be taken 
from you, but not the Law and Goſpel 
{i which is written in Four Hearts, and be- 
#7 come a ſpiritual nature in you: What 
7 Friumphant challenges doth St. Paw 
PF make, Rom. 8. 37; 38, &c. Who ſhall be 
* 8gainſt uw ? Who ſhall condemn us ? What 
| ſeparate us from the Love of God. 
: do it. Death it ſelf the laft enemy ſhall 
* not do it. He will diſſolve this frame, 
and lay our Fleih in duſt and*darkneſs, 
and take away from us all the pleaſure 
and poſſeſſion of this World, but none 
| of our chief good! Tyrants may deprive 
us of fach things as they chooſe tlcm- 
$14 ſeives; but not of that which we "ve 
# choſen! If the Devil h::d ſaid truly, Mar. 
4. and Luk. 3.6, 7. All this power will I 

ive thee and the Glory of them, for that 1s 

Ih dcliccrcd ro wie, and io hon 1 IT give 

| it: hc might have ſaid allo, F';-9in whom 
os JT nill / take It 2ay ? But {ure he-is no 
giver of Grace or Glory, and therefore 

cannot forcibly take them from us. Nay, 
| by. 
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by taking Life and all from us, men ſhall 
but haſten our perfeC fruition of what 
we chooſe. Malice may ſnarl, and rail 
and ſlander; but cannot abate the Love 
of the Father, the Grace of the Son, the: 
Communion of the Spirit, or deprive us- 
of expected Glory. 

Let not then worldly fury think that 
it hath undone us-by taking away world- 
ly things. They were none of our choice,, 
nor our Truſt, nor Treaſure. If we 
are true Believers, our Treaſure, Heart 
and Converſation are in Heaven: Let 
T hieves get in and Steal it thence if they 
can. Papal Uſurpers may pretend Perers: 
Keys to ſhut out all that obey not their 
Domination; But while God is our 
choice, and we ſhut not out our felves 
from Heaven, they talk more to their 
own hurt than ours, and can never take 
our choſen Treafure from us. 


—— — —— > QXK—X—— 


Uſe. 3. But if none can take it from us, 
Let us not caſt it away our ſelves. - All 
that Men and Devils can do againſt us, is 
but by allurements, or fear or other temp-. 
tations, todecelive us into ſcit-deſtructi- 
on, and to calt away that our ſelves. 
which none can take from us. Great 

diſputes. | 


- 
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#. diſputes we have about free-will and per- 
F ſeverance; whether it he poſlible to fall 
#7 away : Burt it is paſt diſpnte with men 
7 that believe the Word of God, that 
we have ſuch Freedom, as that Chriſt, 
and Grace and Glory are freely offered 
to our accepting choice; and that he 
that truly chooſeth them ſhall have them, 


ſl: and tharall that chooſe them not before 
$5: that pleaſure of Sin which is ſet in com- 


petiion againſt them, ſhall never have 
: them; and that it's juſt ſo, far poſlible 
or ii;poſſible to fall. from Grace, as it is 


WM: poſlible or impoſſible for the Will of one 


that hath Grace-to change : So far as 
; your ſ{erions choice continueth, you per- 
| ſevere; and fo far as you change it, yon 


\ ' loſe your Grace. While you plead for the 
$37 impoſlibility of the ill changing of your 


own wills, confute not your ſelves by 
Eft your actual change: But when you feel 
8 them again pleaſed with the forbidden 

I things X the Fleſh and World, and your 
appetite to holy pleaſure groweth dull 
and cold, me thinks you ſhould per- 
ceive that # your ſelves there is no im- 
pollibility of a change : If there be 
any, It is out of you, in God: And no 
doubt but a change of his decree _ 
WL 
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will is impoſſible. All the doubt is, whe- 
ther he have decreed that no Gractous 
will ſhall change. Ir 1s certain that be- 
ing ſo very mutable in our ſelves, that 
we conld not perſevere were we left to 
our ſelves, we arc all under many and 
great obligations, to keep our ſelves in the 
Love of God, Jude 21. and tq continue tn 
the Love of Chriſt, Joh. 15. 9. And we 
have need of Commands to avide mn 
Chriſt, and he in us, Joh. 15.4. And need 
of threatnings of deſtrugion if we fall 
away, Joh. 15. 6. If 4 man abide not mn 
me, he is caſt forth as a branch, and 1s wi- 
thered ;, and men gather them, and caFt them 
into the fire, and they are burned; 1 Cor. 
IO.12. Let him that thinteth he ftanderh 
take heed le he fall. Heb. 4. 1. Let ws 
fear left a promiſe being left of entering 1n- 
to his ret, any of you ſhould ſeem to come 
ſhort of it. And ..all Gods threatnings 
are the objefts of oar belief and fear, 


Heb. 10.26, 27, 29, 38. If we fin wilfully * 


after the knowledoe of the Truth, there re- 
maineth no more Sacrifice for Sins, but a 
certain fearful expectation of Fudoment, and 

ery tndignation which deveureth the adver- 
ſaries : Of how 'much ſorer puniſhment ſup- 
poſe ye fhall he be thought worthy, who hath 


trodden 


' 
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= trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath 

 rounted the blood of the Covenant wherewith 
| be was ſanttificd an unholy thing, and done 
1 deſpight to the Spirit of Grace. —— If any 

W draw back, my Soul ſhall have no pleaſure 

FF a bm: Which is the ſame with Exch, 
33+ 18. When the Righteous turneth from 
hbss Righteouſneſs he ſhall tle, & 18. 2.4. 

Yea, God ſceth it meet to give us the 
Comtorts of the faithful {till conditio- 
BW nally ; Rev. 2. & 3. To him that over- 

s. cometh, &c. He that endureth to the end 

+ ſhall be ſaved. Col. 1. 21, 22, 23. If ye 
continue in the Faith, and be not moved a- 
way from the hope of rhe Goſpel. 

All this tells us, that notwithſtanding 
Gods unchangeable decree, the care and 
TL 4igent labour to perſevere, is our duty, 
+Y and that falling away muſt be our fear, 
£8 and that there is no ſuch impoſlibility 
$8 2s excludeth this care and fear: And that 
| ſo far as It is impoſlible to fall away, 
} ſo far it is impoſſible not to fear fal- 
& ling away, with a preſerving watchful 
[& fear : And how far a krzown impoſſibility 
| is the obje&# of due fear, I leave to fur- 
8 ther conſideration, 

i God hath put us into the hands of 
| | Chriſt, in whoſe care and truſt is our 
\y 


chief 
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chief ſecurity : But he hath alſo truſted : 
vs, or put our perſeverance and Salva- -; 
tion more in our own hands than in any 
others, and fo far that if we do not un- 
do our ſelves by wilfnl and final neglect 
or refuſal of offered Grace and Mercy, 
we are ſafe. Chooſe Chriſt as Chrilt, -. 

_ and God as God, chooſe Grace and Glo- 
ry before all the Vanities of the World, 
and before all the pleafures of Sin for 
a ſeafon, and ſtand to this choice unto 
the end, expreſſing it in faithful vidto- 
rious endeavours, and then neither Men - 
nor Devils, Lite or Death, ſhall take 
your choſen Treaſure from you. | 
Obj. 7 can eaſily keep up a reſolved choice 
of God, and Holineſs and Heaven, but F 
cannot fo conſtantly keep up the rejettion of 
fleſhly pleaſures, and Profit and Honour, 
which would be for the time preferred. 
Anſ. The worſt man would have God - 
and Heaven ſo far as to give him the * 
deſires of his Fleſh, and keep him from. . 
all pain and miſery : But is it not a 
Plain contradiction, to ſay in proper 
ipeech, 1 would have God as God, that 1s, 
as Bet, but I would have pleaſant Vanity 
as better? I can. eaſily love my Wife as 4 
Wife, but I cannot forbear louing Harlos 
better # 
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” better? I can reſolve for temperance, but 1 
cannot reſolve againſt Glutrony and Drun- 
kerneſs ? I am reſolved for Truth, but not 
ainſt Lying. Juſt ſuch is that, to re- 

olve for God and Holineſs, but not a- 

gainſt the Pleaſures of Sin which alie- 
nate the Heart from God. 

* Ob}. But how dvth a man chooſe God ant 
: Holineſs in the hour of his Sin, when he ts 
chooſing forbidden pleaſure ? 
 Anſ. The act of Sin is not a chooſing 
God and Holineſs, but ſomewhat that 
is contrary : But every at&t of the will 
"which 1s againſt God and Holineſs, 1s 
not a rejecting of them, or a retraC&- 
'1ng of our choice, nor inconſiſtent with it ; 
but perhaps only an interruption of the 
exerciſe and an abatement of the degree ; 
-Play-fellows may draw a Child to asſobecy 
a Father for love of play, and them, 
when yet he doth not forſake his Father, 
+. [nor love them better ; but only forgets 
- him, or abateth delire through the: d1- 
verſion of the Sport. 

Qu. IV hat ts it that 3s our Dity in 0r- 
der to the unchanseableneſs of our 0:74 Wills 
and Choice ? 

Anſ. 1. Truſt not your ſclves too far : 
The wil goeth not againſt the minds 


appre- 
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apprehenſionsz and a mans mind is a"% 


very. dark, weak, mutable thing : W hat 


a Temptation, or a ſubril Wrangler ? 


or Argument, or a new thought may 


do upon us, we do not well know, Pre- , * 


ſumption ſeldom elſcapeth danger. A 
wiſe man feareth and departeth ' from 
evil : Confidence in your own underſtand- 
ing, goodnels and ſtability, is the prog- 
noſtick of veckſliding. . 

2. Away from the Temptations which 
do moſt ſtrongly allure the fleſh : To be 
over-pleaſed with things temporal and' 
ſenſible, turneth the Heart from things 
Spirirual and Eternal. To detire a more 
pleaſing condition to the fleſh, is to de- 
lire ſtronger Temptations, and greater 
danger to the Soul. 

3- Thick mach and ſeriouſly on the 
great and certain things which firſt 
converted and reſolved your Wills ; 
'They are the ſame, and as good now as 
they were then, and you ſhould know 
them better. A man that loveth and 


'chooſeth rationally, knoweth why he* 


doth it: And the fixing and renewing' 
of your knowledge and helief, is it that 
muſt fix your Love and Choice. The 


greateſt things forzotten do not affeCt 
us, 


4. Flat- 


os 
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-* 4. Flatter not your ſelves with the 


E hope of living long on Earth, and look 
F not at Death and the following Life 
= asagreat way off, The power of temp- 
ting Vanitics lyeth in mens hopes of 
'* long enjoying them: To a man under 


the ſentence of preſent death, they have 


" little power. And the beſt things that 


ſeem far off, do not much and power- 


+ fully affelt us. Live therefore as dying 

> men, and you will have the mind and 

F. Choice of dying meg. | 

H F $: See that your Meditations and Be- 
E ie 


be praCtical, and brought cloſe to the 
Heart : And take not bare thinking of 


; God and Heaven as enough, but know 


that holy thoughts fall ſhort of their uſe 


> . andend,if they come not to the Heart and 


Life. Ir is not the Speculative diſpu- 


- ting Chriſtian that hath the fixed Will 


and Choice, unleſs he be alſo a hearty 
filing experienced Chriſtian : He that 


ra 
| Path a heavenly heart and converſation, 


and hath felt the power and ſweetneſs 
of things ſpiritual, will hold them faſt 
when bare hear-ſay and opinion will let 


them £0. | | 
6. Depend in the conitant exerciſe of 


Faith and Prayer, upon the Love of the 
Father, 


G ds. 
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Father, the Grace of the Son, and the 

F Communion of the Holy Spirit, and : 

" ſeek to pleaſe God as your greateſt plea- * 

+ fare, and ſo live by the Faith of the Son -» 

of God, that you may ſay it is Chriſt * 

that livech in you, Gal. 2: 19, 20. And ; 

then none can take you out of his hands, -; 
nor ſeparate you from the love of God, 
Rom. $.*38, 39. nor take your choſen 

portion from you. 

In a word, that your choice may be 
unchangable, you mult firmly truſt to the 
unchangable promiſe of the unchangable 
God, for the unchangable Kingdom, as 
purchaſed by Chriſt, and our title ſeal- 
ed by his Spirit: The World and the 
Fleſh muſt be crucithed, dead and buryed 
to you by the virtue of his Croſs believ- 
ed, and you muſt be riſen with him to 
a heavenly mind, and hope, and converſa- 
tion : Every weight muſt be laid by, and 
the fin which doth ſo calily beſet us, Heb. 
12. 1. And we mult not look back to the 
forſaken world behind us, but preſs for- 
ward for the prize unto the Mark, Phil, 
3- Looking ſtill to Jeſus the Author and 
finiſher of -our Faith, who for the joy 
that was ſet before him endured the croſs * 
and deſpiſed the ſhame, and is ſet down 


at 


; 
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E the right hand of the Throne of God - 
AVe muſt conſider him that endured {wh 
"contradiction of Sinners, leſt we be vrea- 
{ry and- faint: We mult count nothing 
*dear to us that we may finiſh our courſe 
Fxith joy ; and muſt know by faith chat 
| our laborr ts not in vain in the Lord, if we 
| would be ſtcdfaſt and unmoveable, alwaies 
| aboundins in the work, of the- Lord, 1 Cor. 
15. 58. We muſt ſerve God acceptably, with 
- revercnce and godly fear, as for a Kingdom 
\Wwhich cannot be moved; and all this in 
dependance on the Grace of Chriſt, Heb. 
12. 28, Conliderate men know by ſenſe 
- and experience that this world is Vani- 
ty and Vexation: If we know alſo by a 
* living conſtant Faith, that a better world 
F. of holy joy is the near and certain por- 
tion of the faithful, it will fix the will in 
- a reſolved choice,. and we ſhall not be 
like prophane E/ax that fold his Birth- 
| right for one morſel; and the Living 
Eternal God will be cternally our Life 
and Joy, to whom all the Bleſſed with 
Chriſt ſhall give Glory and Praiſe for ever. 


F Amen. 


/ 


> 4a un % 


